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AN ESSAY ON 


EPIC POETRY: 


Lluftrative of the FRONTisPIECE to this VoLUME, reprefenting 
Cautiopse, the Heroic Mufe. 


Behold the Epic Mufe, that lofty Fair, 

Who makes the difcipline of Earth her care ! 
That mighty Minifter, whom Virtue leads 

To train the nobleit minds to nobleft deeds! 


te Epic Poem is univerfally 
allowed to be, of all poetical 
works, the moft dignified, and, at 
the fame time, the moft difficult in 
execution. To contrive a ftory which 
fhall iatereft and pleafe every reader, 
by being at once entertaining, im- 
portant, and inftructive; to fill it 
with fuitable incidents ; to enliven it 
with a variety of characters and de- 
{criptions ; and, throughout a long 
work, to maintain that propriety of 
fentiment, and that elevation of ftyle, 
which the Epic character demands ; 
is unqueftionably the higheft effort of 
poetical genius. Hence fo very few 


have fucceeded in the attempt, that 


Hay ey. 


rigid critics will hardly allow any 
other poems to bear the name of Epic, 
but the Iliad and the Eneid. 

The Epic Poem is the recital of 
fome illuftrious enterprife in a poeti- 
cal form. This definition, which is 
the moft exaét that can be required 
on this fubjet, comprehends feverak 
other poems befide the Iliad of Ho- 
mer, the A2neid of Virgil, and the 
Jerufalem of Taffo; which are, per- 
haps, the three moft regular and 
complete Epic works that were ever 
compofed. But to exclude all poems 
from the Epic clafs, which are not 
formed exaétly upon the fame model 
as thefe, is the pedantry of Cae 
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We can give exaét definitions and 
defcriptions. of minerals, plants, 
and animals; and we can arrange 
them with precifion, ender the differ- 
ent claffes to which they belong ; be- 
caufe Nature affords a vifible unvary- 
ing ftandard, to which we refer them. 
But with regard to works of taite 
and imagination, where Nature has 
fixed no ftandard, but leaves {cope 
for beauties of many different kinds, 
it is abfurd to attempt to define and 
limit them, with the fame precifion. 
Criticiim, when employed in fuch 
attempts, degenerates into trifling 
queftions about words and names 
only. There can be no {cruple, 
therefore, to clafs fuch ‘poems as 
Milton’s Paradife Loft, Lucan’s 
Pharfalia, Statius’s Thebzid, Of- 
fian’s Fingal and Temora, Camoen’s 
Lufiad, Voltaire’s Henriade, Fene- 
lon’s Telemachus, Glover’s Leoni- 
das, Wilkie’s Epigoniad, under the 
fame fpecies of compofition with the 
lliad and the Aneid; although fome 
of them approach mich nearer than 
the others, in the perfection of thefe 
celebrated works. They are, un- 
doubtedly, all Epic; that is, poetical 
recitals of great adventures ; which is 
all that is meant by this denomination 
of poetry. 

No poetry is of a more moral nature 
than the Epic. _ Its effect, in the pro- 
moting of virtue, is not to be under- 
ftood by any one maxim, or initruc- 
tion, which refults from the whole 
ftory, like the mora! of one of AZfop’s 
Fables. This is a poor and trivial 
view of the advantare to be derived 
from perufing a long Epic work, that, 
at the end, we fhall be able to gather 
from it fome common-place morality. 
Its effect arifes from the impreffion, 
which the parts of the poem feparatcly, 
as well as the whole taken together, 
make upon the mind of the reader ; 
from the great examples which it fets 
before us, and the high fentiments 
with which it warms our hearts he 
end which it propofes, is to cxtend 
our ideas of human perfection ; or, 
in other words, to excite admiration. 
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Now this can be accomplifhed only; 
by proper reprefentations of heroic 
deeds and virtuous charaéters. For 
exalted virtue is the object, which all 
mankind are formed to admire ; and, 
therefore, Epic poems are, and muit 
be, favourable to the caufe of virtue. 
Valour, truth, juftice, fidelity, friend- 
fhip, piety, magnanimity, are the 
objeéts which, in the courfe of fuch 
compofitions, are prefented to our 
minds, under the moft fplendid and 
honourable colours. In behalf of 
virtuous perfonages, our affections are 
engaged ; in their defigns, and their 
diftreifes we are interefted ; the ge- 
nerous and public affections are a- 
wakened; the mind is purified from 
enfual and mean purfuits, and ac- 
cuftomed to take part in great, he- 
roic enterprifes. It is, indeed, no 
fmall teftimony in honour of virtue; 
that feveral of the moft refined and 
elegant entertainments of mankind, 
{uch as that fpecies of compofition 
now under our confideration, mutt be 
grounded on moral fentiments and 
impreffions. This is a teftimony of 
fuch weight, that, were it in the 
power of iceptical philofophers to 
weaken the force of thofe reafonings 
which eflablith the effential diftinction 
between Virtue and Vice, the wri- 
ings of Epic poets alone would be 
fuffcient to refute their falfe philofo- 
phy ; fhewing, by that appeal which 
they conftantly make to the feelings 
of mankind in favour of virtue, the 
foundations of it are laid, deep and 
ftrong, in huinan nature. 

The general ftrain and fpirit of 
Epic compofition fufficiently mark its 
deftination from the other kinds of 
poetry. In paftoral writing, the 
reigning idea 1s innocence and tran- 
qaility. Compaffién is the great 
object of tragedy ; ridicule, the pro- 
vince of comedy. ‘The predominan 
charatter of the Epic, is admiration 
excited by heroic actions. It is fuf- 
ficiently diitinguifhed from Hi.lory, 
both by its poetical form, and the hi- 
berty of fiction which it affumes. It 
is a more calm compofition than Tra- 

gedy. 
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gedy. It requires the pathetic, and 
even the violent, on particular occa- 
fions ; but the pathetic is not exe. 
pected to be its general character. It 
requires, more than any other fpecies 
of poetry, a grave, equal, and fup- 
ported dignity. It takes in a greate 
compafs of time and aétion, than 
Dramatic writing admits; and there- 
by allows a more full difplay of cha- 
rafters. Dramatic writing difplays cha- 
racters, chiefly by means of fentiments 
and paffions; Epic poetry, chiefly 
by means of actions. The emotions, 
therefore, which it raifes, are not fo 
violent, but they are more prolonged. 
—Thefe are the general characteriftics 
of this fpecies of compofition. 

The aétion, or fubje&, of the Epic 
poem, muft have three great proper- 
ties: it muft be one; it muft be 
great; it mult be intere/ting. 

The unity of the Epic aétion, is 
not to be fo ftriflly interpreted, as if 
it excluded all epifodes, or fubordi- 
nate attions; that is to fay certain 
actions, or incidents, introduced into 
the narration, connected with the 
principal action, yet not fo effential 
to it, as to dettroy, if they had been 
omitted, the main fubjeé& of the poem. 
Of this nature are the interview of 
Heétor with Andromache, in the 
liad; the ftory of Cacus, and that 
of Niius aad Euryalus, in the Aneid ; 
the adventures of Tancred with Er- 
minia and Clorinda, in the Jerufa- 
lem; and the profpeét of his de- 
fcendants exhibited to Adam in the 
latt books of Paradife Lot. But not 
one of thefe epifodes deftroys the main 
fubie& of the poem; which, in the 
Iliad, is the anger of Achilles, with 
the confequences it produced ; in the 
AEneid, the ettabliihment of Azneas 
in Italy ; in Taflo, the recovery of 
Jerufalem from the Saracens; and, 
in Miiton, the expuliion of our firft 
parents from Paradiic.—The unity of 
the Epic action, moreover, neceflanily 
fauppofes, that the action be entire 
and complete; that is, as Ariftotle 
well expreffes it, that it have a be- 
ginning, a middie, and an end, 

The fecond property of the Epic 


action is, that it be great; that it 
have fafficient fplendour and impor- 
tance, both to E our attention, and 
to juftify the magnificent apparatus 
which the poet beitows upon it. 

The third property required in the 
Epic poem is, that it be intere/ting. 
It is not fufficient for this purpofe that 
it be great : for deeds of mere valour, 
how heroic foever, may prove cold 
and tirefome. Much will depend on 
the happy choice of fome fubjed, 
which fhall, by its nature, intereft 
the public ; as when the poet felects 
for his Hero, one who is the founder, 
or deliverer, or the favourite of his 
nation ;. or when he writes of achieve- 
ments that have been highly cele- 
brated, or have been conne&ed with 
important confequences to any public 
caufe. Molt of the great Epic poems 
are abundantly fortunate in this re- 
fpect, and muft have been very in- 
terefting to thofe ages and countries 
in which they were compofed.—But 
the chief circumftance which renders 
an Epic poem interefting, and which 
tends to intereft, not one age or 
country alone, but all readers, is the 
fkilful conduct of the author in the 
management of his fubject. He fhould 
contrive his plan in fuch a manner, 
that it may comprehend many affect- 
ing incidents. He muft not dazzle 
us perpetually with valiant achieve- 
ments; for all readers tire of con, 
ftant fighting and battles; but he 
mutt ftudy to touch our hearts, He 
may fometimes be awful and auguft : 
he mutt often be tender and pathetic ; 
he muft give us gentle and pleafing 
fcenes of love, friendfhip. and affec- 
tion. The more an Epic poem 
abounds with fituations that awaken 
the feelings of humanity, the more 
interefting it is; and thefe form al- 
ways the favourite paffages of the 
work.—To render the poem interejt- 
ing, much too depends upon the cha- 
raéters of the heroes; that they be 
fuch, as fhall ftrongly attach the rea- 
ders, and make them take part in the 
dangers which the heroes encounter, 

Thefe are the three principal pro- 
perties required in the a€tion of the 

Epic 
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Epic poem. ‘There are other parti- 
culars of difcuffion, refpeéting the ter- 
mination of it, as well as the charac- 
ters, the machinery, &c. for which 
the reader matt be referred to Trea- 
tifes on general Criticifm, which can 
afford more ample room to the fub- 
Ject. One of the moft important ob- 
fervations is that which refpeéts the 
Narration. 'The tenour of this fhould 
be perfpicuous, animated, and en- 
riched with all the beauties of poetry. 
No fort of compofition requires more 


ftrength, dignity, and fire, than the 
Epic poem. It is the region within 
which we look for every thing that is 
fublime in defcription, tender in fen- 
timent, and bold and lively in ex. 
preilion ; and, therefore, although 
an author’s plan fhould be faultlefs, 
and his ftory ever fo well conducted, 
yet, if he be feeble, or flat in ityle, 
deftitute of affe€ting fcenes, and de-~ 
ficient in poetical colouring, he can- 
not expect fuccefs. 
B. 


Memoirs of the Lire of Luis de Camoens, the celebrated Epic 
Poet of Portugal. 


It has been long a common Obfervation, that in the Lives of Men engaged in 
Literary Purfuits, we are not to expe? much of Incident or Adventure. To 
this Remark, however, the Life of our illuftrious, but unfortunate Portuguefe 
Poet, is an Exception. His Infancy loft amid the Indolence and Ignorance 
of the Court of Lifbon; his Youth fpent in romantic Loves, or in the Wars 
againff the Moors ; bis long Voyages in maturer Years ; his fubjequent Misfor- 
tunes; and the unbappy Cloje of his Days in Negle& and Poverty; form alto- 
gether a very inftructive Narrative ; and interefting, more particularly, to the 
Admirers of the Epic Mise, of whom, it is univerfally acknowledged, be 


was one of the mof? favoured Sons. 


Uts de Camoens, originally of 
a family of confiderable note 
in Spain, was born at Lifbon in 1517. 
‘The misfortunes of his life began very 
early. In his infancy, his father, the 
commander of a veiiel, was fhip- 
wrecked at Goa, where, with his life, 
the greateft part of his fortune was 
loft. His mother, however, Anne 
de Macedo of Santarene, provided 
for his education at the univerfity of 
Coimbra. What he acquired there, 
his works difcover ; an intimacy with 
the claflics, equal to that of a Scali- 
ger, but directed by the tafte of a 
Milton or a Pope. 
When he left the univerfity, he ap- 
gr at court. He was handfome ; 
ad fpeaking eyes, it is faid; and 
the fineft complexion. Certain it is, 


however, he was a polifhed {cholar, 

which, added to the natural ardour 

and gay vivacity of his difpofition, 

rendered him an accomplifhed gentle- 
, : 





man. Courts are the fcenes of in- 
trigue ; and intrigue was fafhionable 
at Lifbon. But the particulars of the 
amours of Camoens refit unknown, 
This only appears: he had afpired 
above his rank, for he was banifhed 
from the court; and in feveral of his 
fonnets he afcribes this misfortune te 
love. 

He now retired to his mother’s 
friends at Santarene. Here he re- 
newed his ftudies, and began his 
poem on the difcovery of India. 
John III, at this time prepared an 
armament againft Africa. Camoens, 
tired of his inaétive obfcure life, 
went to Ceuta in this expedition, 
and greatly diftinguifhed his valour 
in feveral rencounters. In a naval 
engagement with the Moors in the 
ftraits of Gibraltar, in the conflict of 
boarding, he was among the foremoft, 
and loft his right eye. Yet neither 
hurry of actual fervice, nor the difli- 
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pation of the camp, could ftifle his 

genius. He continued his Lufiadas, 

and feveral of his moft beautifui fon- 

nets were written in Afneca, while, 

as he expreffed it, 

One hand the pen, and one the fword, 
employ'd. 

The fame of his valour had now 
reached the court, and he obtained 
permiffion to return to Lifbon. But, 
while he folicited an eftablifhment 
which he had merited in the ranks of 
battle, the malignity of evil tongues, 
as he calls it in one of his letters, 
was injurioufly poured upon him. 
Thovgh the bloom of his early 
youth was effaced by feveral years 
refidence under the fcorching heavens 
of Africa, and though altered by the 
lofs of an eve, his picfence gave un- 
eatinefs to the gentlemen of iome fa-, 
milies of the fir!t ran where he had 
formerly vifited. Jcaloufy is the 
characterillic of the Spanith and Por- 
tuguele ; its refentment knows no 
bounds, and Camocns now found it 
prudent to banith himieif fromy his 
native country. Accordingly, in 
1553, he failed for India, with a re- 
folution never to return. As the thip 
left the Tagus, he exclaimed, in the 
words of the fepulchral monument of 
Scipio Africanus, ‘* Ungrate'ul coun- 
try, thou fhalt not poffels my bones !” 
But he knew not what evils in the Eat 
would awake the remembrance of his 
native fields. 

Vhen Camoens arrived in India, 
an expedition was ready to {ail to re- 
venge the king of Cochin an the 
king of Pimenta. Without any reft 
on fhore after his long voyage, he 
joined this armament, and.in the 
congueft of the Alagada iflands dif- 
played his ufual bravery. 

In the year following, he attended 
Manuel de Vafconcello in an expedi- 
tion to the Red Sea. Here, {ays 
Faria, as Comoens had no ufe for his 
{word, he employed his pen. Nor 
was his activity confined in the fleet 
or camp. He vifited Mount Felex 
and the adjacent inhofpitable regions 
@f Africa, which he fo itrongly pic- 
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tures in the Lufiad, and in one of his 
lictle pieces where he laments thé 
abfence of his miltrefs. 

When he returned to Goa, he ens 
joyed a trangaillity which enabled 
him to beftow his attention on his 
Fpic Poem. But this ferenity was 
interrupted, perhaps by his own im- 
prudence. He wrete fome fatires 
which gave offence; and, by order 
of the viceroy Francifco Barreto, he 
was banifhed to China. 

The accomplifhments and manners 
of Camoens joon fouad him friends, 
though under the difgrace of banifh- 
ment. He was appointed commiflary 
of the defun& in the ifland of Macao, 
a Portuguefe fettlement in the bay of 
Canton. Here he continued his Lu- 
fiad; and here alf, after five years 
refidence, he acquired a fortunes 
though finall, yet equal to his withes. 
Don Conitantine de Braganza was 
now viceroy of India; and Camoens, 
defirous to return to Goa, refigned 
his charge. Ina thip, freighted by 
himfelf, he fet fail; but was fhip- 
wrecked im the gulf near the mouth 
of the river Mchon on the coalt of 
China. All he had acquired was loft 
in the waves: his poems, which he 
held in one band, while he fwam with 
the other, were all he found himfelf 
pofleffed of when he ftood friendlefs 
on the unknown fhore. But the na- 
tives gave him a moft humane recep- 
tion; which he has immortalifed in 
the prophetic fong in the tenth Lu- 
fiad. 

On the banks of the Mehon, he 
wrote his beautiful paraphrafe of the 

falm, where the Jews, in the fineft 
itrain of poetry, are reprefented as 
hanging their harps on the willows by 
the rivers of Babylon, and weeping 
their exile from their native country, 
Here Camoens continued fome time, 
till an opportunity offered to carry 
him to Goa. When he arrived at 
that city, Don Conftantine de Bra- 

anza, the viceroy, whofe charaéter- 
itic was politenefs, admitted him in- 
to intimate friendfhip, and Camoens 
was happy tli count Redondo aflumed 
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the government. Thofe who had 
formerly procured the banifhment of 
the fatirift, were filent while Con- 
itantine was in power; but now they 
exerted all their arts againft him. 
Redondo, when he entered on office, 
pretended to be the friend of Ca- 
moens ; yet he fuffered the innocent 
man to be thrown into the common 
prifon. After all the delay of bring- 
ing witnefies, Camoens, in a public 
trial, fully refuted every accufation 
of his conduct while commiffary at 
Macao, and his enemies were loaded 
with ignominy and reproach. But 
Camoens had fome creditors; and 
thefe detained him in prifon a confi- 
derable time, till the gentlemen of 
Goa began to be afhamed that a man 
of his fingular merit fhould expe- 
rience fuch treatment among them. 
He was fet at liberty ; and again he 
affumed the profeffion of arms, and 
received the allowance of a gentle- 
man volunteer, a character at this 
time common in Portuguefe India. 
Soon after, Pedro Barreto, appointed 
overnor of the fort at Sofala, by 
Fich promifes, ailured the poet to 
attend him thither. The governor 
of a diftant fort, in a barbarous 
country, fhares in fome meafure the 
fate of an exile. Yet, though the 
only motive of Barreto was, in this 
unpleafant fituation, to retain the 
converfation of Camoens at his table, 
it was his leaft care to render the life 
of his gueft agreeable. Chagrined 
with his treatment, and a confider- 
able time having elapfed in vain de- 
pendence upon Barreto, Camoens re- 
folved to return to his native country. 
A thip, on the homeward voyage, at 
this time touched at Sofala, and fe- 
veral gentiemen who were on board 
were defirous that Camoens fhould 
accompany them. But this the go- 
vernor ungencroufly endeavoured to 
prevent, and charged him with a debt 
for board. Anthony de Cabra, how- 
ever, and Heétor de Sylveyra, paid 
the demand; and Camoens, fays 
Faria, and the honour of Barreto, 
were fold togethes, 


After an abfence of 16 years, Ca. 
moens, in 1569, returned to Lifbon, 
unhappy even in his arrival ; for the 
peftilence then raged in that city, and 
prevented his publication for three 
years. At laft, in 1572, he printed 
his Lufiad, which, in the opening of 
the firft book, in a moft elegant turn 
of compliment, he addrefled to his 
prince, king Sebaftian, then in his 
18th year. The king, fays the 
French tranflator, was fo pleafed with 
his merit, that he gave the authora 
penfion of 4000 reals, on condition 
that he fhould refide at court. But 
this falary, fays the fame writer, was 
withdrawn by cardinal Henry, who 
fucceeded to the crown of Portugal, 
loft by Sebaftian at the battle of Al. 
cazar. 

The author of the Lufiad, indeed, 
was utterly neglected by Henry, un- 
der whofe inglorious reign he died in 
all the mifery of poverty. By fome, 
it is faid, he died in an alms-houfe, 
It appears, however, that he had not 
even the certainty of fubfiftence 
which thefe houfes provide. He had 
a black fervant, who had grown old 
with him, and who had long experi- 
enced his mafter’s humanity. This 
grateful Indian, a native of Java, 
who, according to fome writers, faved 
his mafter’s life in the unhappy fhip- 
wreck where he lott his effects, begged 
in the ftreets of Lifbon for the only 
man in Portugal on whom God had 
beitowed thofe talents which have a 
tendency to ereét the {pirit of a down- 
ward age. To the eye of a careful 
obferver, the fate of Camoens throws 
great light on that of his country, 
and will appear {ftriétly conneéted 
with it, The fame ignorance, the 
fame degenerated {pirit, which fuf. 
fered Camoens to depend on his fhare 
of the alms begged in the ftreets by 
his old hoary fervant, the fame fpirit 
which caufed this, funk the*kingdom 
of Portugal into the moft abject vaf- 
falage ever experienced by a con- 
quered nation. While the grandees 
of Portugal were blind to the ruin 
which impended over them, Camoens 

beheld 
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beheld it with a pungency of grief 
which haftened his exit. In one of 
his letters he has thefe remarkable 
words: ‘* I am endjng the courfe of 
my life ; the world will witnefs how 
I have loved my country. I have re- 
turned, not only to die in her bofom, 
but to die with her.’’ ; 

In this unhappy fituation, in 1579, 
in his 62d year, the year after the 
fatal defeat of Don Sebaftian, died 
Luis de Camoens, the greateft lite- 
rary genius ever produced by Portu- 
gal; in martial courage and fpirit of 
honour, nothing inferior to her 
greateft heroes. And in a manner 
fuiiable to the poverty in which 
he died, was he buried. 

Mr. Hayley, in his Notes to his 
Third Epiltle on Epic Poetry, has 
given three of the Sonnets of Ca- 
moens in the original, with elegant 
tranilations, for which we refer our 
readers to our poetical department : 
and with his beautiful panegyric on 
our illu‘trious poet we fhall conclude 
this article: 


Tho’ fierceft tribes her galling fetters 
drag, 
Proud Spain muft ftrike to Lufitania’s flag, 


Whofe ampler folds, in confcious triumph 
fpread, 

Wave o’er her Naval Poet’s laureate head. 

Ye nymphs of Tagus, from your golden 
cell, 

That caught the echo of his tuneful fhell, 

Rife, and to deck your darling’s fhrine 


provide 

The richeft treafures that the deep may 
hide : 

From every land let grateful Commerce 


fhower 
Her tribute to the bard who fung her power 5 
As thofe rich gales, from whence his Gama 
caught 
A pleafing earneft of the prize he fought, 
The balmy fragrance of the Eft difpenle, 
So fteals his Song on the delighted tenfe, 
Aitonithing, with fweets unknown before, 
Thofe who ne’er tafted but of claffic lore. 
Immortal bard ! thy name with Gama vies, 
Thou, like thy hero, with propitious tkies 
The fail of bold adventure Fiat unfurl'd, 
And in the Epre ocean found a world. 
*T was thine to blend theeagle and the dove, 
At once the bard of glory and of love : 
Thy thanklefs country heard thy varying 
lyre 
To Petrarch’s foftnefs melt, and fwell te 
Homer's fire ! 
Boaft and Jament, ungrateful land, a name, 
In life, in death, thy honour and thy 
fhame. 


OECONOMICAL CHEMISTRY. 


[From a ‘ General Syftem of Chemiftry,’ tranflated from the German of 
M. Wiegleb, by Dr. Hopfon.] 


O UR chemical knowledge of na- 
\/ tural bodies is applied to the 
difcovery of the moft advantageous 
modes of obtaining and employing 
organized fubftances, in fo far as 
thefe latter concern the hufbandman. 
Confequently the principal object here 
1s rural OecOnomy ; which comprehends 
the sillage of fields and the cultivation 
of gardens, together with the manage- 
ment and breeding of cattle. 

With regard to the cultivation of 
Vegetables in general, the following 
aa gee are univerfally to be ob- 
erved. ‘The thriving of vegetables 
depends, firft, upon a fertile foil, in 
which they may take root, and whence 
they may derive their nourifhment : 
and, fecondly, upon a fufficient quan- 


tity of good /ap, by which the vege- 
tables muft, in fact, be nourifhed. 
Both thefe man is able to procure, by 
labour and induftry. But befide this 
it is requifite that the heavens thould 
be favourable, a circumftance which 
is not in the power'of man, and con- 
fits in a fuitable difpofition of the 
weather, by which is underftood a 
good.wholefome air, with a due pro- 
portion of rain and fun-fhine. 

From what has been faid it follows, 
that the /ai/ itfelf fhould be confidered 
in two different ways. In fact; fora 
Jol to be fertile, wt is requifite: 1. 
That, confidered as earth, it fhould 
be of a mixed hind, confequently it 
muft confit of different kinds of 
earths, which may be called the na. 

B2 tara 
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tural compofition of it; but befide 
this it is neceflary, 2. That it fhould 
contain a fufficient quantity of folubie 
nutritious particles. Upon its mixed 
nature, depend the requifite proper- 
ties of fuch a foil, viz. that it-has the 
proper degree of cohetion, retains 
moifture mode rately, and does not 
refift too much the ingrefs of air and 
heat into it. In fuch a foil none of 
the fimple kinds of earths mult pre- 
deminate in any confiderable degree. 
Its fituation next comes under con- 
fideration, whether it be fituated high, 
and confequently much expofed to 
air, Or low, and therefore liable to 
be overflowed by water ; or whether 
it enjoys a fertilizing moiflure from 
waters flowing jn its vicinity. 

But a fertile foil thus mixed by na- 
ture, is not to be met with every 
where wpon the face of our globe. 
Frequently one or the other kind of 
earth is perceptibly predominant in it. 
Hence all original and natural foils, 
with regard to their cohefion or com- 
pofition, may be dij/ér:minated in a 
general way, into calearecus, argillace- 
cus, fandy and well-mixed joils. Each 
of thefe has its advantages and dilad- 
vantages. 

A Calearzous or chaly foil is not 
particularly favourable to vegetation. 
It is heavy, and therefore prevents, ia 
a confiderable degree, the tender 
fibres of the roots of vegetables from 
{fpreading. For the fame reaion it is 
bat flowly penetrated by moiilure, 
but-on the other hand, it retains it 
alfo for a longer time. 

A Cilayey foil, though eafily foften- 
ed by water, does not readily part 
with this fluid again, but retains it for 
a long time, till by degrees it eva- 

yorates. For this reafon a foil of this 
Find is called by the farmers a cold fail, 
Tt is befide heavy at all times, and 
when at laft it is quite dried up, it 
become too hard; runs into eracks and 
fiffures, and by this means is prejudi- 
cial to the vegetables that grow in it. 

A Sandy foil, though for want of 

cohefion, it readily abforbs water, 







means, but.rather more compact, and 
neverthelefs foon parts with tis flutd 
again. Add to this that jt takes 
more heat than any other foil; hence 
it is commonly the fooneft of any de- 
ficient in moilture. But as on account 
of the loofencfs of its texture, and the 
afe with which it is heated, it does 
not hinder the {preading of the fibre 
of roots, and promotes exhalation, it 
may, in a moiit fituation, or in a 
moift feafon, be more fertile than 
other foils; but in other cefpects it 
has confiderable defeéts. 

A duly proporiioned and u ll mixed 
foil confequently muft unite in itfelf 
all the abovementioned good qualities, 
in order to be adapied to the growth 
of many different kinds of vegetables, 
For a dcficiency of any one of the 
former kinds, when it is mixed with 
another fort, ceafes to be a defeét, 
and even produces advantages. ‘The 
proportion of fuch a compofition as 
will anfwer univerfally cannot be well 
determined. In moft cafes equal 
paits of calcareous earth, clay and 
fand appear to be the propereft mix- 
ture. 

Notwithftanding this, experience 
fhews, that in each of the above. 
mentioned foils, whether good or bad, 
different vegetables thrive well, to 
whofe nature {uch foil is adapted, a 
circumitance to which undoubted] 
the nature of the climate may alfo 
contribute. A /andy ioil is very well 
adapted to certain vegetables, which 
{pread their roots far around, are of 
a dry, refinous and aromatic nature, 
and of a rapid growth ; and alfo for 
{uch, as either perfpire much, or elfe, 
according to their different natures, 
attraét large quantities of moifture 
from the air. In a chalky foil, vari- 
ous vegetables of a dry woody tex 
ture are capable of growing. Ina 
clayey foil, fuch will thrive as are of a 
flow growth, have folid and ftrong 
fibres, and contain either acid or 
aftringent particles in their compofi- 
tion. A mixed foil, on the contrary, 
is fit for growing almoft all kinds of 


does not however become loofe by this vegetables, For this reafon, the 
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Jants that are to be cultivated, mutt 
either be chofen fuitable to the na- 
tural properties of the foil, or the foil 
adapted to the nature of the vegeta- 
bles. 

This artificial alteration of the foil 
may be effected in three different 
ways: 1. Either by procuring for it 
the neceflary moifture, or by ‘fub- 
ftraQing that which is fuperfluous: 2. 
by labouring it well, and loofening 
its furface by plowing ; and, lafily, 
by fupplying the deficiency in its na- 
tural compoiition by the admixture of 
other proper kinds of earth. In the 
firft cafe, a convenient fituation i$ 
certainly requifite, in order that the 
fuperfluous moifure may be carried 
of by means of drains and trenches ; 
and that this moiiture do not proceed 
from land-{prings: or elfe that, on 
the contrary, an affux of rain-water 


ffom the neighbouring hills be poffi-_ 


ble. The method laft indicated, on 
account of the expences attending it, 
can only be executed in an incon- 
fiderable degree, and hence can be 
employed merely for fuch vegetables 
as do not {trike their roots deep into 
the ground. 

But ftill all this is not fuficient of 
itfelf to render the foil fertile ; for 
befide this, fuch a foil ought to be 


replete with xutritious particles from . 


which the vegetables are, in fact, to 
acquire the whole of their growth. 
Now in order that the plants may be 
able duly to obtain thefe from the 
earth, and extract them, it is necef- 
fary that the foil fhould be poffeffed 
of the requifite degree of cohefion and 
porofity and ioofeneis. 

But thefe nutritious particles of ve- 
getables chiefly confilt of a mucilagi- 
nous-faline compound, foluble in wa- 
ter; and containing a large propor- 
tion of oleaginous and phlogiftic par- 
ticles, which being extracted from the 
earth by means of water, are intro- 
duced into. the vegetables through 
their roots, and being diffuied 
throughout their whole fubttance, are 
fecreted and changed into the feveral 


different juices agd folid parts of the 


plants. ‘This is the reafon, why nei- 
ther evater alone, nor even a meagre 
poor earth combined with «water, can 
without other admixtures promote ve- 
getation. Some kinds of vegetables, 
it is true, may be made to vegetate 
with water alone ; but it is alfo a fae, 
that they never arrive at that -per- 
fection, as when they have ftood in a 
fertile earth, becaufe the former is— 
poflefled of very few nutritious parti- . 
cles. Water is requilite to vegeta- 
tion, in fo far only, as by its means 
the nutritious particles from the earth. 
are diffolved, and tranfported into” 
the fubftance of the vegetables. 

Moreover, it is in confequence of 
thefe nutritious particles, that what is 
called mould, by which termis under 
itood, a porous, black and fertile fpe- 
cies of earth, copioufly impregnated 
with the putrified parts of organized 
bodies, promotes vegetation much 
more than an exhaufted and worn-out 
earth; farther, that by dung or ma- 
nure, which, in fact, contains the 
abovementioned nutritious particles, 
though as yet in a crude and unde- 
veloped ftate, fertility may be im- 
parted to aay poor foil, or a foil that 
is already fertile, may be improved, 
Thefe materials confequeatly muaft 
neceffarily be added to every foil in 
proportion to its exigencies, or ac- 
cording to what the nature and the 
quantity of the plants that are to be 
cultivated in it, require. 

When therefore we confider the na- 
ture of a good and fertile mould, and 
compare it with a mere fwampy bog 
and moorith peat-foil, which contains 
a portion of acid, we difcover a con- 
fiderabie difference, and likewife the 
caufe, why thefe latter are not fertile 
in themfelves ; but the principles alfo 
are ealily difcoverable, upon which 
fome of them may be rendered fit for 
culture, and others ufed as manure, 
At all events, fuch foils as thefe in 
their natural ftate, are favourable to 
the vegetation of thofe plants which 
are of a quick growth, and require 
for this reafon a confiderable quantity 
of moifture, 

With 
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With regard to dung, the difference 
alfo between the diferent {pecies of it 
remains to be confidered, which dif- 
ference depends entirely upon the 
quantity of oleaginous and phlogittic 
particles, contained in the foluble 
mucilaginous compound inherent in 
it. Confequently the richer the dung 
is, the hotter it will be in effect. 
Hence the dung of birds, which moitly 
feed upon feeds, forces more than 
horfe-dung, (in which latter attention 
ought to be paid to the quantity of 
@ats thefe animals have eaten) and 
this again forces more than cow-dung. 

In thefe particulars confift the gene- 
val principles of the cultivation of ve- 

tables, in fo far as this can be ef- 

ed by human induftry ; but to this 
alfo may be added as a principal 
agent, the influence of light or heat, 
and of the air by which the afcent of 
the fap, the developement of the or- 

ized form of each vegetable, and 
(by the depofition of folid particles 
on the internal parts) its increafe and 
growth to the deftined fize are pro- 
moted. Now thefe principles are ap- 
plicable to the arts of agriculture and 
gardening as follows. 

The obje& of agriculture is the cul- 
tivation of various kinds Of corn, 
herbs for forage, and different other 
kinds of ufeful vegetables, which re- 

uire to be cultivated in great quan- 
tities, and of which the major part 
will not keep more than one or two 
years. 

With this view the foil muft be pre- 

and rendered fertile, both by 
mechanical and chemical means. 

The mechanical preparatives confit 
in operating upon the furface of the 
Jand, by ploughing, harrowing, dig- 

ing, and in cafe of its being marfhy, 
fy making drains in it, or drying it 
up. The operation of ploughing 1s at- 
tended with a four-fold advantage : 
x. That the foil is loofened ; 2. That 
it enjoys the fertilizing influence of 
the air, in confequence of the loofen- 
ed earth attracting frefh air: 3. be- 
cauie, as the foluble nutritious parti- 
¢les of the earth are conftantly carried 


downward by the rain, the earth that 
is moft impregnated with thefe parti- 
cles, is by ploughing brought up to 
the furface, fo that it may be the 
better ‘made ufe of : 4. By this means 
the ftubble and weeds are buried in 
the earth, in order that they may ret 
there, and the foil get back again the 
nutritious particles contained in them. 
For this reaion, the ploughing ought 
to be repeated two ox three times be- 
fore the ieed is put into the ground, 
The land may alfo be ploughed deep 
in fome grounds ‘with advantage; 
though this praétice is evidentiy pre- 
jadicial in others, in which, under- 
neath a thin fertile {urface, there fub- 
fifts a lefs fertile foil. Neither theres 
fore is the digging of lands, in which 
way the earth is penctrated to a 
greater depth, advantageous in all 
cafes, it being principally neceffary 
only, where vegetables are to be fown, 
whole roots penetrate a confiderable 
depth into the earch. With regard 
to the making of drains and trenches, 
in order to diminith the moiiture, it 
muft be obferved, that the moifter 
and lower a land lies, the more 
ditches it fhould have, and the higher 
it lies, the fewer. Moreover, in the 
drying of {fwampy lands, and making 
them fit for tillage, it is advifable, 
with a view to abiorb the redundant 
acid contained in it, to plough in a 
calcareous earth of fome kind, the 
afhes of the foap-boilers, and other 
fimilar matters. 

The Chemical preparation or melio- 
ration of a tract of land confifts, on 
the one hand, in the artificial pro- 
duction of the compoftion or elementary 
mixture neceflary tor it, or of that 
kind of cohefion, which a fertile foil 
naturally ought to have ; and, on the 
other hand, of imparting sutritious 
particles to it, or augmenting the 
number of them, accordingly as ei- 
ther the nature of the foil or the ve- 
getables that are to be cultivated in 
it, require. 

In the firft of thefe views, confe- 
quently, when the requifite compofi- 
tion does not naturally fubfiit in the 
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foil, it is neceffary to produce this by 
mixing with the foil other kinds of 
eartis ft for thespurpoie. This may 
be eafieft done when thefe kinds of 
earths, as is fometimes the cafe, deo 
not lie deep under the jurface of the 
true foil; thus fometimes a clayey 
foil is tound underneath a fandy one ; 
by the commixture of both which a 
fertile foil may be produced. Here 
nothing more is reguifite than plough- 
ing or digging to a tolerable depth. 
The affair 1s f{omewhat more difficult, 
when the earths that are to be mixed 
with the foil muft be fetched from 
fome diftance. But, when the earths 
are not to be found within a moderate 
diftance, fo that the expence would 
amount to more than the profit, in this 
cafe nothing more can be done by art. 

Sand or a very /andy earth deo not of 
themielves contribute effentially to 
the vegetation, becaufe they poffefs 
no foluble parts. ‘They can both 
only accidentally prove of fervice, 
when they are mixed with c/ayey and 
mar/hy foils, 1 as far as they diminifh 
their ftiiinefs and hardnets, promote 
the exficcation of them, and gives 
them more warmth. A /oo/e turfy joil, 
by the weight of the fand is made 
more compact, and confequently fit- 
ter for uie. But as mere fand cannot 
be perfectly and uniformly diftributed 
among moiit clay, in this cafe fome 
other fandy earth is frequently prefer- 
able for this purpofe. 

Clay, or an earth mixed with much 
clay, promotes fertility alfo, fo far 
Only as it is mixed with a looie and 
porous chalky or fandy foil, becaufe 
their cohefion is ftrengthened by this 
means, and they are made fit to retain 
moiiture fomewhat longer. ‘The clay 
mutt be laid in lumps upon the land, 
with which it is to be mixed, in order 
that it may be dijiolved by the rain 
and uniforinly mixed with the eit of 
the foil. Clayey carths, which are 
found rather in a dry powdery flate, 
may be ploughed in. Baked clay 
lofes its cohefion and itittnefs ; hence 
walls of burat loam may be employed 
inftead of a poor {andy earth, in other 
moift and {tui foil, 


Chalk or calcareous earths, on ac- 
count of their natural drynefs, are 
very much difpofed to attract both 
moilture and acids ; they may there- 
fore be fucce{stully mixed with boggy 
and clayey foils, where they prove of 
fervice in three different ways. They 
diminith its {tiffnefs, imbibe moifture 
and acidity, and give more warmth 
to the foil. Mufcle and cockle-thells, 
when bruifed fmall, may be ufed in- 
ftead of crude calcareous earth ; hi- 
ther alfo may be referred the calca- 
reous afhes of the foap-boilers and the 
elixated afhes of the manufacturers of 
pot-afh. Burned calcareous earth or 
lime would prove too expenfive, nei- 
ther indeed is it necetiary for the 
mere melioration of the compofition. 

Gypfum in the form of powder has 
fometimes been highly celebrated ia 
many countries as a means of pro- 
moting vegetation. Its utility in all 
probability has been fhewn only re- 
latively to a certain kind of foil; as 
an univerfal manure it can hardly be 
recommended. In one refpect it may 
act as a mere meagre earth ; but be- 
fide this, it may allo as a foluble earth 
enter into the compofition of the pro- 
per nutritious parts of vegetables, 
and help to promote their growth, by 
the addition of folid matter. It is 
itrewed fhortly after or before rain, 
or in general, when the leaves of the 
plants are wet with rain or dew, upom 
meadows in February and March, as 
foon as the fnow is melted ; and upon 
ploughed land foon after the feed is 
put into the ground, in the {pring or 
autumn ; and upon other ficld-plants, 
fuch as colefeed, turnips, pulfe, and 
clover, while they are young. It is 
firewed as thick as ryc is ufually fown, 
and fometimes twice as thick, and 
muft be repeated annually. It is 
chiefly ferviceable upon dry, light, 
ahd hot foils; while, on the con- 
trary, upon cold, fhaded, or wet foils 
it is prejudicial. It is a fare and eafy 
remedy againft the fleas that infett 
vegetables, {nails and mice, 

Pure marle, and earths of the marley 
kind, may be employed in various 
ways, according to the various dif- 

ferences 
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ferences in their compofition. The 
former of thefe, confiiting of equal 
parts of clay and chalk, may in re- 
fpe& to the clay it contains, be of 
fervice on a loofe light foil; buc by 
virtue of its calcareous earth may alfo, 
when added in fufficient quantity, 
loofen a heavy foil. he other kinds 
of marle, which fhould be claffed, 
according to their various admixtures, 
into calcarecus g ypjeous argillacecus and 
fandy-marles, may be ufed for the 
fame purpofes as the purer kinds of 
thefe earthsthemfelves. At the fame 
time as thefe are mixed earths, they 
are more eafily mingled with each 
other in the great, than chalk, clay, 
and fand are. The more folid forts 
of them, before this mixture can take 
place, muft be left during a certain 
time in the fields, to fall to pieces by 
expofure of the air. 

From the repeated good effeéts 
whith has been obferved to attend on 
fimilar mixtures of the different kinds 
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of earth, fome have falfely imagined, 
that thefe bodies are actual manures; 
nothing however can be more erro- 
neous than this fuppoftion. All feeds 
and vegetables ftand in need for their 
growth of certain fubtile and foluble 
homogencous fubftances, by the a€tual 
acceffion of which they can folely be 
fupported ; and thefe are. certainly 
neither mere earths nor falts. Though 
it has been proved, that all vegeta. 
bles receive a nutritious matter by 
their branches and leaves ; neverthe- 
lefs, experience thews, that this is 
not fufficient for the profitable culti- 
vation of them without an appro. 
priated and more iubfantial nutri. 
ment. Hence it is a maxim cons 
firmed by experience, that to every 
fertile foil fhould be reltored, from 
time to time, the nutritious particles, 
which it yearly loies; and this is 
effected by natural and ariificial ma- 
nuring. 


['To be continued. } 


A Remarkable Vow made by Armand de Bourbon, firfi Prince of Conti. 


ESUS, Mary, Jofeph, Guardian 
Angel, bieffed Father |gnatius. 

* Eternal and Omnipotent God, I, 
Armand de Bourbon, although, ia 
every refpect, unworthy of Thy di- 
vine regard; full of confidence, ne- 
verthelefs, in Thy infinite geodnefs 
and mercy, and impelled by the de- 
fire of ferving Thee; do make this 
vow to Thy divine majefty, in pre- 
fence of the moft holy virgin and of 
all the celeftial court, to preferve an 
inviolable chaiiity ; and | firmly pro- 
pofe to enter into the fociety of Jefus, 
into which I defire moit ardently to 
lve and dic, for thy greater glory. 
I fupplicate then, through the blood 
of Jeius Chriit, Thy infinite good- 
nefs and clemency, to deign that this 
entire facrifice be acceptable to Thee, 
and to grant me plenitude of grace to 
fulfill my vow, as Thou haft to enable 
me to make it, and to tender it to 
Thee. So be it. Given at Bordeaux, 
this 2d day of February, confecrated 
to the Purification of the Bleffed Vir- 
gin Mary, and figned by my b/cod, in 

2 


the year of cur Lord 1653, at the 
age of 23 yeurs and four months, 
[Signed] Armanp de Bourson. 
‘ Holy Mary, Virgin and Mother of 
God, 1 choote you for my mittrefs, 
my patronels, and advocate; and I 
conjure you to aflifl me to keep my 
vow, and execute my plan. So be it.’ 


The original of this vow was found, 
after her death, among the papers of 
his fifter, the duchefs of Laagueville ; 
and M. Aubert, her almoner, put it 
into the hands of M. Amelot de 
Houffaye, who has tran{cribed it in his 
* Memoirs.’—* But happily,’ fays 
M, d’Alembert, for the honour of 
the houfe of France, ‘ Grace, which, 
according to this weak prince, had in- 
fpired him with the project of chaftity 
and Jefuitifm, failed him in the exe- 
cution; for the year following, he 
married one of the nieces of cardinal 
Mazarin. It is even aflerted, to the 
great fcandal of the fociety, that he fo 
perfectly forgot his vow, as to be- 
come a Janfeuitt.’ 
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An Account of FINCH ALE PRLOR ¥, in the Byfhoprick of Durham: 


With a beautiful Perfpettive View of its venerable Ruins, 


penchact Priory ftands on the 
eafternmoft bank of the river 
Were, about two miles and a half 
north of the city of Durham. It was 
a place of fome confequence in the 
early ages of the Britifh church; a 
fynod having been held here in 792, 
and another in 810. 

. This being a folitary fpot, proper 
for religious contemplation, a cer- 
tain holy man, named Godric, after- 
ward canonized, who had, in his 
youth, vifited the Holy Sepulchre, 
retired hither, and lived 66 years 
the life of a hermit, in an hermitage 
dedicated to St. John the Baptitt. 
It was during his life-time made a 
tell to the monaftery of Durham. 
Upon his death, in 1170, fome 
monks from Durham retired to it, 
and bifhop Pudfey made them an al. 
lowance for their fupport. . This 
bifhop’s fon confiderably increafed 
their revenues; and, thereupon, a 
Benedictine priory, fubordinate to 
the monattery of Durham, was fettled 
here in 1196. Although it was thus 
Geemed a cell to Durham, its income 
was valued diflinétly from it, being 
eftimated, in the 26th year of Henry 
VII, at 1221. 15s. 3d. per annum, 
by Dugdale, and at 146l. 19s. 2d. 
by Speed. It then confifted of a 
prior and eight monks, although 
Leland fays thirteen ; and, foon af- 
ter the diffolution, it was granted to 
the fee of Durham. 

When the church and other edifices 
at Finchale were ereéted, it is not 
poflible to determine with precifion, 
no evidence thereof being found in 
the archives of the dean and chapter. 
The folema remains of this church 
and priory are fituated im a very 


_ deep vale, on the banks.of the river,’ 


where the ftream making a dweep, 


forms a little level plot, which is al- 
moft covered with the buildings 3 
fheltered to the north by the lofty 
rocks and hanging woods of Cocken, 
and on every fide by fteep- hills. 
The river flows fwiftly over a rocky 
channel ; and the murmuring of the 
waterfalls is re-echoed from the groves 
and cliffs. 

The exifting buildings are much 
difunited ; fo that it is impoffible 
to trace all the offices of this religious 
manfion. Part of the ruins are con 
verted into a farm-houfe. 

It is faid that St. Godric and bifhop 
Pudfey are both interred here; but © 
the floor of the church is covered 
with ruins, and overgrown with 
brambles and weeds, fo as to prevent, 
without much labour, a fearch for 
their tombs. Beneath a window, in 
one part of the priory, is fhewn a 
feat, which, according to fome le- 
gendary accounts, had the virtue of 
removing fterility, and procuring iffue 
to any woman, who, having performed 
certain ceremonies, fhould fitdown, and 
devoutly with for a child. ‘Tradition 
fays, that this feat, called The With« 
ing Chair, was formerly in great re- 
pute ; and, although of ftone, it ap» 
pears much worn by frequent fuitors 
for pregnancy. It may, perhaps, be 
faperfluous to obferve, that, fince the 
removal of the monks, it has entirelg 
loft its efficacy. 

Finchale being part of the pre- 
bendal lands, the beauty of the re- 
tirement induced the Rev. Mr. 
Spence to make a good room in the 
farin-houfe, with a bow window over- 
hanging the murmuring ftreams of 
the Were, and looking upon the {weet 
fequeftered walks of Cocken, but 
turning its bacx upon the venerable 
ruins. - 
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A Letrer from the celebrated GEORGE ViLiiERs, fecond Duke of 
BuckinGHam, written on his Death Bed, to a reverend Divine of 


the Church of England. 


To the Eprror of the UNiveRsAL MaGazine. 


Sir, 

Orutinc can be more inftruftive 
to mankind than the dying 
moments of celebrated libertines. 
They inculcate, in the moft forcible 
manner, the vanity and folly of all 
ilicit pleafures, and the wifdom and 
happinefs of a virtuous choice. The 
duke of Buckingham, who could write 
the excellent letter which I have 
fubjoined to this, poffeffed all the ad- 
vantages which a graceful perfon, a 
high rank, a fplendid fortune, and a 
lively wit could beftow; but by his 
wild conduct, unreftrained either by 
prudence or principle; he found 
means to render himielf,-in the end, 
cdious, and even infignificant. The 
leaft intereft could make him abandon 
his honour; the fmalieft pleafure 
could feduce him from his intereft ; 
the moi frivolous caprice was fuffici- 
ent to counterbalance his pleaiure. 
By his want of fecrecy and conftancy, 
he deflroyed his character in public 
life; by riot and debauchery, he 
ruined his health ; and he remained 
at laft as incapable of doing hurt, as 
he had ever been little defirous of 

doing good to mankind, 
Such was the man, whofe dying 
moments Pope has thus admirably 

Selcribed : 


Behold what b'effings Wealth to life can 
lend ! 

And fee, what comfort it affords our end. 

In the worft inn’s worft room, with mat 
half-dung, 

The floors of "plaifter, and the walls of 
dung, 

On once a flock-bed, but repair’d with 

P ftraw, 

With tape-ty’d curtains; never meant to 
draw, 


The George and Garter dangling from that 
bed 


Where tawdry yellow ftrove with dirty red, 


Great Villiers liesalas ! how chang'd from 


him, 

That life of Pleafure, and that foul of 
whim! 

Gallant and gay, in Cliveden’s proud al- 
cove, 

The bower of wanton Shrewfbury and 
Love ; 

Or juft as gay, at Council, in a ring 

Of mumick’d Statefmen, and their merry 
King. 

No Wit to flatter, left of all his ftore ! 

No Fool to laugh at, which he valued more, 

There, vitor of his health, of fortune, 
friends, 

And Fame, this lord of ufeiefs thoufands 
ends. 


How expreflive of this chara¢ter 
and this fituation is the following 
letter. Iam, fir, &c. 

CLERICUS. 


THe LEtTrer. 


Dear Doéior, 

I always looked upon you as a 
man of true virtue, and know you te 
be a perfon of found underftanding ; 
for however I may have aéted in op- 
pofition to the principles of religion, 
of the diftates of reafon, I can ho- 
neftly affure you, I had always the 
higheft veneration for both. The 
world and I may now fhake hands, 
for I dare affirm we are heartily weary 
of one another. ©! doétor, what 2 
prodigal have I been of that mott 
valuable of all poffeffions, time. F 
have {quandered it away with a pro- 
fufion unparalleled; and now that 
the enjoyment of a few days would 
be worth a hecatomb of worlds, I 
cannot flatter myfelf with the prof- 
pect of half a dozen hours. 

How defpicable, my dear friend, 
is that man who never prays to his 
God but in the time of diftrefs! In 
what manner can he fupplicate that 

Omnipotent 
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mnipotent Being in his affliction 
with reverence, whom in the tide of 
his profperity he never remembered 
with dread? Do not brand me with 
infidelity, my dear doétor, when I 
tell you, I am almoft afhamed to 
offer up my petition at the throne of 
grace, or of imploring that divine 
mercy in the next world, which I 


have fo fcandaloufly abufed in this! 


Shall ingratitude to man be looked 
upon as the blackeft of crimes, and 
not ingratitude to God ? Shall an in- 
fult offered to the king be looked 
upon in the moft offenfive light, and 
yet no notice be taken when the King 
of kings is treated with indignity and 
difrepect ? 

. The-‘companions of my former li- 
bertinifm would {carcely believe their 
eyes, my dear doétor, were you to 
fhew them this epiftle. ‘They would 
laugh at me as a.dreaming enthufialt, 
or pity me as a timorous wretch, who 
was fhocked at the appearance of fu- 
turity. But, whoever laughs at me 
for being right, or pities me for be- 
ing fenfible of my errors, is more 
entitled to my compaffion than to my 
refentment. A future ftate may very 
well ftrike terror into any man, who 
has not acted well in this life ; and 
che muft have an uncommon {hare of 
courage, indeed, who does not fhrink 
at the prefence of his God. 

You fee, my dear doctor, the ap- 
prehenfion of death will foon bring 
the moft profligate finner to a proper 
ule of his underftanding.—To what a 
fituation am I now reduced ?—Is this 
odious little hut a fuitable lodging 
for a prince! or this anxiety of my 
mind becoming chara¢teriltic of a 
Chriflian? From my rank and for- 
tune | might have expected affluence 
to wait upon my life; frem my re- 
ligion and underftanding, peace to 
mile upon my end ; inftead of which, 
I am afflicted with poverty, and 
haunted with remorfe, defpifed by 
my country, and I fear, forfaken by 
my God !—There is nothing fo dan- 


gevaus, my dear dotor, as extraor- 
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dinary abilities. —I cannot be accufed 
of vanity now, by being fenfible I 
was once poffeffed of uncommon qua- 
lifications, more efpecially as I fin- 
cerely regret that I was ever bleit 
with any at all. 

My rank in life made thefe accom- 
plifhments fill more confpicuous ; 
and, fafcinated with the general ap- 
plaufe which they procured, I never 
confidered about the proper means by 
which they fhould be difplayed, 
hence, to purchafe a {mile from a 
biockhead | defpifed, I have fre- 
quently treated the virtuous with dif- 
refpeé&t, and fported with the holy 
name of heaven, to obtain a laugh 
from a parcel of fools who were en- 
titled to nothing but my contempt. 

Your men of wit, my dear doctor, ° 
generally look upon themfelves as 
difcharged from the duties of religion, 
and confine the doftrines of the gofpel 
to people of meaner underitandings; 
it is a fort of derogation, in their 
opinion, to comply with the rules of 
Chriftianity, and they reckon that 
man pofleffed of a narrow genius, 
who ftudies to be good.—-What a pity 
that the holy writings are not made 
the criterion of true judgment! or 
that any one fhould pafs-for a fine 
gentleman in this world, but he that 
f{eems folicitous about his happinefg in 
the next.—My dear doétor, I am 
forfaken by all my acquaintance, ut- 
terly neglected by the friends of my 
bofom, and the dependence of my 
bounty; but’ no matter.—I am not 
now fit to converfe with the firft, and 
have no ability to ferve the latter. 
Let me not be cailt off wholly, how- 
ever, by the good; favour me with 
a vilit, dear doétor, as foon as pofli- 
ble.—Writing to you gives me fome 
eafe, efpecially upon aiubje& I could 
talk of for ever. I am of opinion 
this is the laft vifit 1 fhall folicit from 
yoummy diltemper is powerful— 
come and pray for the departing 
fpirit of the unhappy 

BuCKINGHAM. 
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Curicus 

















HE game of chefs has been ge- 
nerally praétifed by the great- 
eft warriors and generals; and fome 
have even fuppofed, that it was ne- 
ceffary for a military man to be well 
fkiiled in this pame. It is a game 
which has fomething in it peculiarly 
interefine. We read that Tamer- 
Jane was a great chefs-player, and 
was engaged in a game during the 
very time of the decifive battle with 
Bajazet the Turkith emperor, who 
was defeated and taken prifoner. It 
is alfo related of A] Amin, the kha- 
lif of Bagdad, that he was engaged 
at chefs with his freedman Kuthar, 
at the time when Al Mamun’s forces 
were carrying on the fiege of that 
city w'th fo much vigour, that it was 
on the point of being carried by af- 
fault. Dr. Hyde quotes an Arabic 
hiflory of the Saracens, in which the 
khal'f is faid to have cried out when 
warned of his danger, ‘* Let me a- 
lone, for I jee checkmate againit Ku- 
thar !”’— We are told that Charles I. 
was at chefs when news were brought 
ef the final intention of the Scots to 
fell him to the Englith ; but fo little 
was he dilcompofed by this alarming 
intelligence, that he continued his 
game with the utmoft compofiure ; 
fo that o perfon could have known 
that the letter he received had given 
him information of any thing remark- 
able. King John was playing at 
chefs when the deputies from Rouen 
came to acquaint him that their city 
was kefieoed by Philip Auguftus ; 
but he would not hear them until he 
had finifhed his game. 

The following remarkable anec- 
dote we have from Dr. Robertfon in 
his Hiftory of Charles V. John 
Frederic, eleétor of Saxony, having 
been taken prifoner by Charles, was 
condemned to death. The decree 
was intimated to him while at cheis 
with Erneft of Brunfwic, his fellow- 
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Curious ANecpores of the Game of CHeEss. 


prifoner. After a fhort paufe, and 
making fome reflections on the irre- 
gularity and injuftice of the emperor’s 
proceedings, he turned to his anta- 
gonift, whom he challenged to finifh 
the game. He played with his ufual 
ingenuity and attention ; and, having 
beat Erneft, expreffed all the fatisfac- 
tion that is commonly felt on gaining 
fuch victories. He was not, however, 
put to death, but fet at liberty, after 
five years coafincment. 

In the Chronicle of the Moorith 
kings of Granada we find it related, 
that, in 1396, Mehemed Balba feiz- 
ed upon the crown in prejudice of 
his i brother, and paffed his life 
in one continued round of difafters. 
His wars with Caftile were invariably 
unfuccefsful ; and his death was oc- 
cafioned by a poifoned veft. Find- 
ing his cafe defperate, he difpatched 
an officer to the fort of Salobrena to 
put his brother Juzaf to death, leit 
that prince’s adherents fhould form 
any obftacle to his fon’s fucceffion. 
The alcayde found the prince playing 
at chefs with an a/faqui or pricit. 
Juzaf begged hard for two hours re- 
{pite, which was denied him ; at laft, 
with great reluctance, the officer per- 
mitted him to finith the game; but 
before it was finifhed a meflenger 
arrived with the news of the death of 
Mehemed, and the unanimous elec- 
tion of Juzaf to the crown. 

We have a curious anecdote of 
Ferrand count of Flanders ; who ha- 
ving been accuftomed to amufe him. 
felf at chefs with his wife, and being 
conftantly beaten by her, a mutual 
hatred took place; which came to 
fuch an height, that when the count 
was taken prifoner at the battle of 
Bovines, the fuffered him to remain 
a long time in prifon, though the 
“— eafily have procured his res 
eafe, 
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Dexruira, or the BENEVOLENT SHEPHERDESS; @ Pa/ftoral Tak, 


T HE rofy daughter of the dawn, 
her purple robe floating in the 
fkies, had already {prinkled the dewy 
fields with light, when Delphira, 
penfive and impatient, awaited her 
young Myrtillo in a bower interwo- 
ven with jeflamine and woodbine. 
Repofing at firit under the verdant 
fhelter, foon fhe rifes, and feating 
herfelf at the entrance, furveys at- 
tentively the grove through which her 
lover muft pafs, and once ‘exclaims 
* Myrtillo!’ A few moments after, 
fhe enters the bower again, and 
with an accent of pity, often repeats 
* Poor Thyrfis! Unhappy Thyrfis !’ 
Then reclining againft a tree which 
fupported the bower, fhe thus, with 
the voice of melody, poured forth the 
feclings of her heart. 

‘ How fweetly do the morning 
beams fhine on the wild rofes of the 
wood! ‘They gild the plumage of the 
lark, who foars aloft, fupported by 
the Zephyrs, and fills the air with 
his melodious notes. The fparkling 
dew-drops feem to have revived the 
flowers. Never did the meadows 
glow with more vivid verdure. The 
feathered warblers in the trees, the 
fhepherds in the vallies, fing, in con- 
cert, the charms of Nature, which 
feems, as it were, to awake from a 
peaceful fleep. And yet, this en- 
chanting fight makes but a faint im- 
preflion upon my heart. How often 
have | repaired to thefe fcenes at the 
dawn of day ! When I beheld all the 
country adorned by the fpring, I fhed 
ears of joy! I fung, with tranfport, 
the reviving beauties of Nature. My 
foul feemed to expand like the blufh- 
ing rofe which the fweet Zephyr 
carefles. But the languor of com- 
paflion now yafits me for thefe plea- 
fures. No, no, I cannot liflen with 
joy to the fongs of felicity with which 
thefe icenes reiound, while Thyrfis is 
unhappy. Ah! how I long to fee 
Myrtiilo! 1 will communicate my 
defign to him; I will fay to him, 
f Thyris, once fo happy, -is now re- 


duced to poverty. Let me give him 
the cottage which is not far from 
mine. I have two: one is fufficient 
for me. I will give him alfo the half 
of the fruit I gather.’——But, Myr- 
tillo, thou loveft me; thou art often 
jealous ; thou mayft think, perhaps, 
that Love, not Humanity, leads me 
to this action, ‘ Thyriis is hand- 
fome,’ thou wilt fay, * perhaps thou 
loveft him.’—Ah! Myrtillo, it is 
thee alone I love. I love thee more 
than the Zephyr loves the flowers, 
than the bee loves the Spring. It is 
not love, Myrtillo, that infpires me 
with pity: itis Virtue. The misfor- 
tunes which I myfelf have experi- 
enced have taught me to comfort the 
afflicted.’ 

At this inftant, Myrtillo, feeking 
his fhepherdefs, came finging through 
the wood. Delphira kpew the found 
of that voice: her heart palpitated 
with a joy, mingled with tender foli- 
citude. ‘ He is come,’ fhe exclaims ; 
* he is in the foreft.? Salute, ye ten- 
der flowers, with your fragrance, the 
lover I adore. Beam upon him, thou. 
Sun, with benignant rays. Ye gen- 
tle Zephyrs, refrefh him with re- 
viving coolnefs; and, ah! ye flow- 
ering fhrubs, ye embowering thickets, 
impede not the fteps of my beloved !’ 
—At this inftant, Delphira defcries 
her fhepherd as he enters the meadow 
that divides the foreft from the bower, 
They run to meet each other. How 
inexpreflible their joy ! How tender, 
how rapturous their embraces! 

As they approached the bower, 
arm in arm, Delphira faid to herfelf, 
* How fhall I fpeak to him? | know 
not how to begin.—Her bofom was 
agitated by a tender fear: fhe made 
an effort: * Hear me, Myrtillo; 
thou art one of the votaries of virtue : 
thy heart is not unaffected by the 
woes of thy fellow creatures, We 
have faid, a thoufand times, that no- 
thing can equal the celeftial joy which 
Benevolence infpires. I muft hope 
then, that thou wilt feize with tran- 


{port 
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fport the opportunity of relieving one 
of the neighbouring fhepherds. ‘Thou 
doft not know, perhaps, what defo- 
lation the laft ftorm has fpread over 
the plain, The torrent which rufhed 
down from that mountain carried away 
before it’ - - - 

« Yes! I have heard of it: it was 
dreadful, indeed! Neither rocks, nor 
trees, nor cottages, could ftand be- 
fere that torrent; the ravages of the 
ftorm were horrible.—'T he confterna- 
tion of the fhepherds’ - - - 

‘ Alas |? interrupted Delphira, ¢ this 
is too true. The torrent has {wept 
away the trees and cottage of the un- 
fortunate Thyrfis. His once fruitful 
fields are now covered with fand ; he 
has faved only a few theep from the 
inundation.’ 

* Poor Thyrfis] We muf affift 
him,’ faid Myrtillo, in the firft emo- 
tion of compaffion. 

‘Good,’ thought Delphiray ¢ I will 
tell you, Myrstillo, what I propofe to 
do. Let us give up to Thyrtis the 


cottage which is near mine; I mean 
that which my deceafed brother left 


me. We will give him part of our 
fruits, and fome fheep, which thall 
feed in our meadows.’ 

Myrtillo feemed to be mufing : he 
Jooked ftedfaftly at his thepherdefs : 
* Delphira !’ faid he, with an air of 
embarrafiment, and he pauéed. 

This fingle word, and the look that 
accompanied it, began to diftrefs the 
benevolent maid: * Tell me, Myr- 
tillo,’ faid fhe, * tell me what you 
mean ?? 

‘ Ah! Delphira! I fear’ - - - and 
again he looked at the fhepherdefs in 
a manner inexpreffibly affecting. 

Delphira perceived the caufe of his 
apprehenfions ; but fhe would not 
feem to underftand it. ‘¢ What canft 
thou fear?’ faidfhe. ‘ Is not a good 
aftion the fource of the moft delight- 
ful fenfations ? Are not the pleafures 
of virtue inexhauftible ? Myrtillo, 
my dear friead, it is by beneficence 
alone that men refemble the gods.’ 

‘ Delphira! perhaps Love ?— 

* Myrtillo, I underftand you. But 
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be perfe&tly eafy in that refpet. I 
appeal to the Author of my Being, 
that Humanity alone, not Love, per- 
fuades me to this aétion. Can we 
behold the calamity of this youug 
fhepherd with an eye of indifference ? 
How lately did he feem to enjoy the 
moft perfect felicity! How charming 
was the {ituation of his cottage ! His 
meadows, watered by fuch fine 
fireams, glowed with perpetual ver- 
dure. His flocks furnifhed him with 
abundance of milk, and with wool 
whiter than inow. The fruits of his 
trees were delicious ; and the gods 
loaded him with bleflings. Behold 
him now plunged in mifery. And 
how feverely muit he feel that mifery, 
who till then had never known mif- 
fortune! Let us fave this unfortunate 
man, Myrtillo: he is virtuous: he 
did not deferve thefe misfortunes.’ 

‘ How much I fuffer, my Delphira, 
in not inftantly confenting to your 
wifhes. Oh! thou half of myfelf, 
nothing but tbe moft ardent affection 
could induce me to combat in myfelf 
the fuggeftions of humanity. 1 am 
certain, at prefent, that it is this di- 
vine principle alone which renders 
thee fo fenfible to the misfortunes of 
Thyrfis. But, my dear Delphira, 
Thyrfis is handfome : he dances with 
inexpreflible grace. His voice, his 
manner is enchanting. Thou knoweft 
that the god Pan does not play more 
delightfully upon the flute than 
Thyrfis. how haft heard him fome- 
times, perhaps, when the vallies have 
echoed with his delightful harmony. 
Thyrfis, ina word, is bleffed with a 
variety of talents ; but 1 can boaft of 
nothing but a heart that adores thee, 
Canft thou affure thyfelf, that the 
attractions of this fhepherd whom 
thou wilt fo often fee, will never 
make any impreffion upon thee? 
Wilt thou continue to behold my 
conftancy and fidelity with the fame 
pleafure ? Is it not poffible to afi 
Thyrfis without giving him the cot- 
tage? In a few days, my Delphira, 
we are to be united in the bands of 
Hymen: why fhould we expoie our 

happinefs 
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happinefs to the poffibility of dan- 
rr? 

* Myrtillo, if what I have related 
cannot perfuade thee, I can fay no 
more. At break of day, in paffing 
by the great walk, I heard fome deep 
fighs, and heavy groans. [ ap- 
proached nearer, and concealed my- 
felf behind a thicket. It was he 
himfeli ---it was Thyrfis, who ap- 


' pes unable to fupport his grief. 


e was proftrate on the earth; his 
head reclining on one of the trees 
which the tempeft had overthrown. 
His hair was quite difhevelled. The 
rofes no longer glowed in his cheeks, 
but his once f{prightly countenance 
was pale and gloomy. Hiseyes were 
faffuled with tears ; he contemplated, 
in ftupid filence, his ruined habita- 
tion. His head appeared weak and 
languifhing ; he fupported it, fome- 
times on one hand, fometimes on the 
trunk of the tree. Some lambs 
were lying by his fide: their heads 
were raifed to him, as if demanding 
their wonted food. His dog was rov- 
ing about : he conformed to the fitua- 
tion of his mafler. When Thyrfis 
groaned, the faithful animal feemed 
folicitous to confole him. He licked 
his hands : he fhewed every mark of 
fondnefs and concern, I heard, at 
lait, thefe words, which the fhepherd 
uttered with a melancholy voice. 

* What have I done, ye gods, to 
merit the misfortunes that overwhelm 
me? Did I ever forget to offer facri- 
fices to you? Atthe return of fpring, 
I prefented you the earlieit flowers. 
When autumn came, I referved the 
firft fruits for you. 1 have often 
crowned your ftatues with garlands, 
and bedewed your altars with milk 
and wine. In what have I offended 
you? I appeal to the goddefs of 
Wifdom. When did I ever avoid the 
opportunity of doing a laudable action? 
How often have I repaired to the moft 
obfcure retreats, to fuccour pining 
poverty ! Often have F employed my 
efforts to reftore concord and amity 
between contending fhepherds. I 
have {upported the helplefs and op- 


preffed. My tongue has never ut- 
tered the expreflions of calumny. My 
fongs of praife have refounded in the 
plains. ina holy ecitafy my foul has 
celebrated the bounties of omnipotent 
Jupiter, the author of univerfal Na- 
ture. I have extolled the beauty of 
his works, the order and harmony 
vifible in all. I have adored him in 
the wonders of the iky, the verdure 
of the woods, and the riches of the 
fields. My intentions, like my fongs, 
were ever pure. And what is there- 
compenfe I have received? Poverty, 
and its infeparable companions, con 
tempt, and mifery, and grief. Oh 
Supreme Juitice, are thefe thy de- 
crees? The ftorm has ravaged the 
plain; it has deitroyed my habita- 
tion; it has deftroyed my all. f 
know not where to take fhelter. My 
misfortunes are known to many : not 
one has had the humanity to offer me 
an afylum. When I was in profpe- 
rity, my intimacy was courted : now 
J am forfaken by all. I bad then no 
friend—I am undone—I have not 
long to live. I have no longer any 
frait ; and yet this earth, watered by 
my tears, fhould furnith me with it. 
Mutt I be obliged to beg my food of 
barbarous men, who refufe it, or who, 
in granting it, overwhelm me with 
their contempt? No! I muit die— 
Death is lefs dreadful to me than ig- 
nominy !” 

« Dear Delphira !’ exclaimed Myr- 
tillo, ‘how much haft thou affected 
me! Come, let us go, and find the 
unhappy Thyrfis. What a picture 
of mifery haft thou drawn! Thy fouk 
is as beautiful as thy form: I thould 
never deferve to call thee mine, if f 
did not obey its celeltial dictates. 
Henceforth, I will render myfelf wor- 
thy of thee, by endeavouring to fur~ 
pals thee, if poffible, in benevolent 
actions. Come, let us go to Thyr- 
fi:. We will affure him, that he thall 
participate in all we have.’ 

‘Oh! Myrtillo,’ faid Delpbira, 
how amiable art thou, when thou art 
virtuous. The foaring lark loves the 
morning fky ; the gay butterfly de- 

lights 
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lights in the noon-tide ray ; and I, 
Myrtillo, I love thee flill.’—At thefe 
words, the fhepherd embraced her 
with tears of joy ; and Delphira preff- 
ed him with ardour to her bofom. 
They each exclaimed with ecftacy, 
* What charms does Love receive 
from Virtue !’ 

After this tender fcene, Delphira 
took a bafket of fruit, and Myrtillo, 
a flaf of milk, and another of wine. 
The two lovers haftened to the {pot 
where Thyrfis lay, deploring his fate. 
They found him overcome with fa- 
tigue, enjoying in fleep the fweet ob- 
livion of the wretched. Approach- 
ing him foftly, they laid the batket 
at his feet; and fitting by his fide, 
contemplated him for fome time. 
Notwithitanding the grief to which 
his heart was a prey, an affecting 
{weetnefs of countenance was {till vi- 
fible: he was beautiful as Adonis. 
The thepherdefs awaked him. Thyr- 
fis, at firit, raifed his eyes to Heaven, 
as if to implore divine affiftance. 
How great was his furprife, when he 
beheld Myrtille and Delphira by his 
fide; the one offering to him fruit, 


the other a cup of wine as delicious 


as nectar. If he had never feen thefe 
virtuous lovers, he would have taken 
them for fome celefial fpirits, fent 
to comfort him by the gods. ‘ Thyr- 
fis,’ faid Myrtillo, ‘ receive thefe 
offerings from the hands of friendfhip. 
We entreat thee not to refule our afy- 
lum, and to fhare with us whatever 
we pofiefs. ‘Thyrfis, do not deprive 
us of the pleafure of evincing the 
high fenfe we have of thy virtues, 
The goods of friends, thou knoweft, 
ought to be in common. We have 
heard of thy misfortune; and we 
have haftened to thee, to entreat thee 
to prefer us to thofe who will be eager 
to offer thee their affittance. Dear 
Thyrfis, do not reject the prefents 
which the purett friendfhip offers thee. 
Thy misfortunes fhould be ours, 
We could not enjoy one peaceful mo- 
ment, if we thought the virtuous 
Thyrtis were pining in diftrefs,”” 
Thyrfis could aniwer this exalted 
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goodnefs only by tears of joy; hé 
embraced his benefaétor with tranf- 
port: his fenfibility was unutterables 
His eyes alone expreffed his gratitude. 
Myrtillo, prefling him to his heart; 
continued: * My deareft Thyrfis, 
how delightful will it be to fpend my 
life with thee. Let us confider our- 
felves as two brothers. Ah! Del- 
phira; how much am I indebted to 
thee for this felicity! But for her; 
Thyrfis, I fhould not have enjoyed, 
perhaps, the exquifite pleafure I now 
feel.””—Thyrfis threw himfelf at the 
feet of Delphira: ‘It is you thens 
divine Delphira, who have reftored 
me to life !’—~He bedewed with tears 
of fenfibility the hands of the fhep- 
herdefs, who entreated him to rife: 
* We ard diftrefled, Thyrfis,’ faid 
Delphira, ‘ with this exceflive fenfi« 
bility. It is we who ought to thank 
thee for having afforded us fo exqui+ 
fite a pleafure.’ 

Thyrfis then expreffed his gratitude 
with the eloquence of nature. His 
words now fucceeded each other with 
rapidity : his heart dilated : his open- 
ing foul furnifhed him abundantly 
with the moft grateful and energetic 
expreflions. ‘The two lovers, entreat- 
ing him to wave the fubjeét, took 
him by the hand, with the fweet fa- 
miliarity of primeval innocence and 
fimplicity, and perfuaded him to par- 
take of the refrefhments they had 
brought. They then led him to their © 
cottage. Thyrfis no longer feemed 
the fame : his face was no more dark- 
ened by the clouds of melancholy. 
A {weet ferenity fhone upon his coun- 
tenance; and the rofes of health {uc 
cecded the lilies of forrow. His dog 
and his lambs feemed to partake of 
his pleafures. To celebrate the arri- 
val of Thyrfis, Myrtillo invited all 
the fhepherds of the country; and 
the feitivity was clofed by fixing the 
wedding day of Myrtllo and Del- 
phira. 

The amiable and opulent Corinna, 
who was one of the party, conceived 
a paffion for young Thyrfis, and with 
that fimplicity of manners which cha- 
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rafterifed the Golden Age, made 
him an offer of her hand, which was 
accepted with the greateft joy. And 
Thyrfis and Corinna, Myrtillo and 


Delphira, were foon united by the 
moft tender-ties, and enjoyed, long 
after, a felicity, which ended only 
with their lives. 


A Curious Thought, touching the Propagation of FLowers ly SEED, 
recommended to the notice of FLoRIsTs. 


T is well known, that innumerable 

varieties of colnet and new 
flowers, are produced by fowing ; 
and it has been thought, that the 
identical kind cannot, with certainty, 
be produced but by offsets, cuttings, 
flips, &c. But this is, I conceive, 
not proved. I rather think this may 
be done to great advantage, and with 
much improvement, by the following 
operation. ‘The thought is, I believe, 
quite new ; but, I apprehend, it will 
anfwer in faét, and is worthy of 
trial. 

Itisanacknowledged truth, that the 
feed colleéted from any plant which 
is known to be of a fort eafily pro- 
ductive of varieties in its flowers (for 
fome very rarely; and others have not 
been yet known to produce any va- 
riety at all*) fomie flowers may be 
expected, diferent from thofe of the 
original plant; and of thele, a few, 
may, perhaps, be quite new ones ; 
but the generality will be found of 
the fame colour as the parent flower. 
Samenefs of colour is the effect of na- 
tural generation ; varieties, of a 
mixture of the pollen of different co- 
loured flowers uniting on the fame 
ftygma ; and thofe quite new, from 
that circumitance happening in ftill 
greater degrees, or owing to fome 
peculiarity in the procefs of impreg- 
nating the germ, or, perhaps, to 
fome unknown circumftance in the 
foil, &c. Double fowers, and fuch 
as are very full of petals, are pro- 
duced by the converfion of all, or 
part of the ftamens into petals ; and 
is commonly produced froin polytfta- 


mineous flowers, by diligent and at- 
tentive culture, and rich compofitions. 
But the production of the fame 
tints from feed only, is, I believe, 
new ; and may be effected, I think, 
in the following manner, with much 
increafe of magnitude, filnefs, and 
richnefs, which are not to be ob- 
tained (unlefs in fuch flowers as have 
already degenerated) by the common 
modes of propagation by offsets, 

cuttings, flips, layers, or piping. 
Take two of iuch plants as you 
wifh, in this manner; to propagate ; 
from one of them, | remove all the 
ftamens, before the anthers become 
owdery ; that is, before the pollen 
is formed : as foon as the other fhews 
its powdery anthers, or has prepared 
its pollen, unite the faces of both 
flowers to each other, and diligentiy 
defend them from wind, the approach 
of bees, and other infects, that thus 
the caftrated flower may receive into 
its germ, the pollen of its companion, 
and none other: thus, the fame plant 
in every refpeét, cannot, I think, fail 
of being produced: except in this 
particular—that as the hagle flowers, 
from feed, rarely fail to be finer and 
larger than thofe of the parent plant, 
if that were fingle; fo, in this in- 
ttance, though the flowers be the 
fame as that of the parent plants ia 
every other refpe&t; vet they bid fair 
to be larger, richer, and fuller: and 
fo the eld planc propagated with botlt 
famenefs and advantage. A pro- 
perty peculiar, I fhould apprehend; 

to fuch a mode of culture as this. 
BoTANIcus. 


* Mr. Miller, of famous memory, obfrved, that after many trials, he never could 
produce, from feed, any other colours of the Lilac than tioie already known. But, [ 


think I once jaw a flefh-coloured one, 
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THE CONTEMPLATIVE PHILOSOPHER, 
Nume. LIV. 


On MacnetismM and the MaRINER’s CoMPASS- 


Almighty Caufe ! ’tis Thy preferving care, 
That keeps Thy works for ever frefh and fair : 
Hence Life acknowledges its Glorious Caufe, 
And Matter owns its Great Difpofer’s laws ; 
Hence flow the forms and properties of things ; 
Hence rifes harmony, and order fprings. 

Thy watchful Providence o’er all intends ; 
Thy works obey their Great Creator’s ends. 
Thee, Infinite! what finite can explore ? 
Imagination finks beneath Thy power. 

Yet prefent to all fenfe that power remains : 


Reveal’d in Nature, Nature’s Author reigns. 


pe inenee the phenomena of 
the magnet have, for many 
ages, engaged the attention of na- 
tural philofophers, not only by their 
fingularity and importance, but alfo 
by the objcurity in which they are in- 
volved ; yet very few additions have 
been made to the difcoveries of the 
firit enquirers into the fubje&t. The 
powers of genius which have been hi- 
therto employed in inveftigating this 
fubje&t, have not béen able to frame 
an hypothefis, that will account, in 
an eafy and fatisfaftory manner, for 
all the various properties of the mag- 
net, or to point out the links of 
the chain which conneét it with the 
other phenomena of the univerfe. It 
is certain, indeed, that both natural 
and artificial ele&tricity will give po- 
Jarity, or a dire€tion to the poles of 
the earth, to needles, and even re- 
verfe a given polarity ; and hence it 
niay be inferred, that there is a con- 
fiderable affinity between the electric 
and magnetic fluid; but in what 
manner eleétricity aéts in producing 
magnetifin, is ftill utterly unknown. 

rom the works of Hippocrates, 
Plato, and Ariftotle, who each flou- 
rifhed above three centuries before 
the Chriftian zra, it is certain that 
the ancients were acquainted with the 


Boyse. 


attractive and repulfive powers of the / 
magnet ; but it does not appear, that § 


they knew of its tendency to the pole, 
or of the mariner’s compafs. 


tation upon the attractive property of 
the magnet, but without the Jeaft in- 
timation of its polarity. To him, 
however, we are indebted for the 
origin of the term maguet : 


Quod fupereft, agere incipiam, quo foedere 
fiat 

Natura, lapis hic ut ferrum ducere poffit, 

Quem magneta vocant patrio nomine Graii, 

Magnetum quia fit patriis in finibus ortu: 


That is, ‘ The magnet, of whofe 7 
attractive virtues he intends to treat, | 
is fo called, by the Greeks, from | 


Magnefia, a diftri of Lydia, in 
which it was firft found.’ Ariftotle, 


by way of excellence, calls it only | 
Pliny calls it Hera- | 
clius Lapis, from the city of Heraclea, | 


as9oss the ftone. 


in the country of the Magnetes above- 
mentioned. By 


Aimant. Our Englith name, the 
Loadjtone, is of Saxon extraction. 


As the ancients were not acquaint- — 
ed with the true method of philofo- © 
phifing, and were content with ob- | 
fervaticn © 


Lucre- § 
tius, in his fixth book ‘ De Rerum © 
Natura,’ has given a poetical differ- | 


the Italians it is | 
called Calamita, and by the French | 
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fervation alone, their knowledge of 
nature was very confined, and did 
not afford any confiderable advantage 
to fociety. Modern philofophers, by 
combining experiment with obierva- 
tion, foon extended the boundaries of 
fcience, and difcovered the polarity 
of the magnet ; a property which con- 
ftitutes the bafis of navigation, and 
gives exiftence to commerce. 

The loadftone, leading ftone, or, 
natural magnet, is an iron or ferru- 
ginous ftone, found in the bowels of 
the earth, generally in iron mines ; 
of all forms and fizes, and of various 
colours. It is endowed with the pro- 
perty of attraéting iron ; and of both 
pointing itfelf, and alfo enabling a 
needle, touched upon it, and duly 
poifed, to point toward the poles of 
the world.—Loaditones, in general, 
are very hard and brittle; and, for 
the moft part, more vigorous, in 
proportion to their degree of hardnefs. 
Confiderable portions of iron may be 
extracted from them. Mr. Kirwan 
fays, that the magnet feems to con- 
tain a fmal] quantity of fulphur, and 
is often contaminated with a mixture 
,of quartz and argill. It is poflible, 
it may contain nickel; for this, 
when purified to a certain degree, 
acquires the properties of a magnet 5 
but its conftitution has not hitherto 
been properly examined*. 

Artificial magnets, which are made 
of itecl, are now generally ufed in 
preference to the natural magnet 
not only, as they may be procured 
with greater eafe, but becaufe they 
are far fuperior .to the natural mag- 
net in ftrength, communicate the 
magnetic virtue more powerfully, 
and may be varied in their form more 
eafily. The natural magnet, in 
Courle, is now very little eiteemed, 
except as a curiofity. 

The power of attra¢ting iron, &c. 
poffefied by the loadftone, which is 
alfo communicable to iron and fteel, 
is called magnetijm. A rod or bar, 
of iron or fteel, to which a permanent 


© Kirwan’s Elements of =" ¥en p- 371- 
; 2 


polarity has been communicated, is 
called a magnet. ‘The points in the 
magnet which feem to poffefs the 
greateft power, or in which the vir- 
tue feems to be concentrated, are 
termed the poles of a magnet. ‘The 
magnetical meridian is a vertical cir- 
cle in the heavens, which interfects 
the horizon, in the poizts to which 
the magnetical needie, when at rett, 
is diregted : its axis is a right line, 
which paffes from one pole to the 
other: and its eguator is a line per- 
pendicular to the axis of the magnet, 
and exactly between the two poles. 
The diftinguifhing and charac. 
teriftic properties of the magnet are, 
Firft, its attrative and repuifive 
powers ; fecondly, the force by which 
it places itfelf, when fufpended free- 
ly, in a certain dire€tion toward the 
poles of the earth; thirdly, its dip 
er inclination toward a point below 
the horizon ; and, fourthily, the pro- 
perty it pofleifes of communicating 
the foregoing powers to iron or fteel. 
It has been already obferved, that 
the ancients do not feem to have been 
acquainted with the directive power 
of the magnet. Philofophers were 
content, for many ages, with the 
knowledge of its attractive aud re- 
pulfive qualities. But, about the be- 
ginning of the fourteenth century, 
when the {pirit of exploring diftant 
regions was gradually forming in 
Europe, a very for:unate ciicovery 
was made, which contributed more 
than all the ingenuity and efforts of 
preceding aces, to improve and to 
extend navigation. That wonderful 
property of the magnet, by which it 
communicates ‘uch virtue to a needle 
or flender rod of iron, as to point toe 
ward the poles of.the earth, was then 
firft obferved. The ufe which might be 
made of this in direéting navigation, 
was immediately perceived. Thac 
moft valuable, but now familiar .in- 
ftrument, the Mariner’s Compafs, 
was invented. Whea navigators 
found, that by this infrument, they 


could, 








28 


could, at all feafons, and in every 
lace, difcover the north and fouth 
with the greateit eafe and accuracy, 
it became no longer necefiary to de- 
pend, i:ke the voyagers of former 
ages*, merely on the light of the 
ftars, and the obfervation of the fea 
coait. ‘They gradually abandoned 
their ancient timid and lingering 
courle along the fhore, ventured 
boldly into the ocean, and, relying 
on this new guide, could fleer in the 
darkeit night, and under the moft 
cloudy fky, with a fecurity and pre- 
Cifion till then unknown. ‘The com- 
pfs inay be faid to have opened to 
man the dominion of the fea, and to 
have put him in full poffeffion of the 
earth, by enabling him to vilit every 
part of it. Flavio Gioia, a citizen 
ot Amalfi, 2 town of confiderable 
trace in the kingdem of Naples, was 
the author of this difcovery, about 
the year 1702. It has been often the 
faie of thoie illufrious benefactors of 
mankind, wiio have enriched fcience, 
and improved the arts, by their in- 
ventions, 6 derive more reputation 
than benelit from the happy efforts of 
their genius. But the lot of Gioia 
has been {till more cruci ; through the 
in attention or ignorance of contem- 
porary hiftorians, he has been de- 
frauded even of the fame to which 
he had fo jufta title. We receive no 
information from them refpecting his 
profeffion, his chara&ter, the precife 
time when he made this important 
difcovery, or the accidents and en- 


* See Contemp. Philof. 
for January 1-87, page 37. 
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quiries which led to it. The know- 
ledge of this event, though produétive 
of greater effects than any recorded 
in the annals of the human race, is 
tranfmitted to us without any of thofe 
circumftances, which can gratify the 
curiofity it muft naturally awakenf. 
But although the ufe of the com- 
pafs might enable the Italians to per- 
torm the fhort voyages to which they 
were accuftomed, with greater feci- 
rity and expedition, its influence was 
not fo fudden or extenfive, as imme- 
diately to render navigation adven- 
turous, and to excite a fpirit of dif- 
covery. Many caufes combined to 
prevent this beneficial invention from 
producing its full effect immediately. 
Men relinguifh ancient habits flowly 
and reluétantly. They are averfe to 
new experiments, and venture upon 
them with timidity. ‘The commer- 
cial jealoufy of the Italians, it is pro- 
bable, laboured to conceal the happy 
difcovery of their countryman from 
other nations. The art of fteering 
by the compafs with fuch fkill and 
accuracy as to infpire a full confi- 
dence in its direction, was acquired 
progrefiively. Sailors, unaccuftomed 
to lofe fight of land, durf not launch 
out at once, and commit themfelves 
to unknown feas. Accordingly, near 
half a century elapied, from the 
time of Gioia’s difcovery, before 
navigators ventured into any feas 
which they had not been accuftomed 
to frequent. But, in the courle of 
the fifteenth century, dilcoveries 


No. XVIII, On the Art of Navigation, in our Magazine 


+, In this account of the difcovery of the Mariners Compafs, I haye adhered to the 


opinion of Dr. Robertfor, who, im bis Hiftory of America, Vol. I, quotes, as his 
authority, Collinas & ‘Tiembeilus de Acug Nautica Inventore. Initit. Acad. Bunon. 
Tor. i].—It may not be improper, however, to obferve, that this great dicovery has 
been referred to an earher p-riod. Marco Polo, anoble Venetian, and great traveller, 
is faid to have introduced the Cempafs in 12605; bur this is likewife‘fiid not to have 
becn h’s own invention, but borrowed from the 'Chinefe : while others aflert, that the 
Citinefe knew roth.ng of the Marin:r’s Comyals, till it was introduced into their country 
by the Ewopeans. Sve Chamb.is' Gjclopad a, and ddams on Eleétricity.—M. Pers 
rault, in his Parallel between the Ancients and tne Moderns, hos cited tome verfes of 
Guyot, of Provence, who wrote about the year 1180, from which one might be led 
to mfer, that the we of the then known in the South of France: ¢ There 
is,” fays he, © a ttar that rever mcves, and an art that never deccives, by the viriue of 
the comp.is, an ugly black itone, which always atuatts ivon.” 
f 1 , ‘ were 
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were made far beyond the concep- 
tion of all former ages. It is re- 
markable, however, that there is a 
paflage in the Medea of Seneca, to 
which thefe ver difcoveries might 
almoft feem to give the imporiance of 
a prediction : 
Venient annis 

Secula feris, quibus oceanus 

Vincula rerum laxet, & ingens 

Pateat tellus, Tiphy/que novos 

Deteget orbes. 


In ages yet to come, 
Ancther Tiphys may new teas explore, 
And worlds difcover never known before. 


It is remarkable, that in the firft 
voyage of Columbus, in the year 
1492, When his little fleet was above 
200 leagues to the welt of the Canary 
Ifles, the Spaniards were ftruck with 
an appearance no lefs aftonifhing than 
new. ‘They obferved that the mag- 
netic needle, in their compaffes, did 
not point exactly to the polar ftar, 
but varied toward the weft; and, as 
they proceeded, this variation increa- 
fed. This appearance, which is now 
familiar, although it ftill remains one 
of the myfterics of nature, into the 
caufe of which the fagacity of man 
has not yet been able to penetrate, 
filled the companions of Columbus 
with terror. ‘They were then in a 
boundlefs unknown ocean, far from 
the ufual courfe of navigation: nature 
itlelf feemed to be altered; and the 
only guide which they had left feem- 
ed about to fail them. Columbus, 
with equal guicknefs and ingenuity, 
invented a reafon for this appear- 
ance, which, although it did not fa- 
tisfy himielf, feemed fo plaufible to 
them, that it difpelled their fears *. 

This appearance, fo alarming to 
the Spaniards, is that deviation from 
the meridian which is called the /z- 
riation of the Necale, and is different 
in different parts of the worli; being 
weit at fome places, eait at others, 


* Robcrtfon’s Hiftory of America. 
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and in parts where the variation is of 
the fame name, its quantity is very 
different. Sebaftian Cabot is gene- 
rally allowed to be the firit, who, 
about the year i497, more accurately 
afcertained the reality of this varia- 
tion, and that it was the fame to all 
needles in the fame place. For a 
long time after, it was thought to be 
invariably the fame, at the fame 
place, in all ages; but Mr. Gelli- 
brand, about the year 1625, ditco- 
vered that it was different at different 
times, in the fame place. From 
fubfequent obfervations, it appears, 
that this deviation was not a conftant 
quantity, but that it gradually dimi- 
nifhed; and, at laft, about the year 
1660, it was found that the needle 
pointed due north at London, and 
has ever fince been increafing to the 
weftward of the north. It appears, 
therefore, that in any one place, the 
variations have a kind of libratory 
motion, traverfing through the north 
to unknown limits eaftward and weft- 
ward +. 

To return to the magnet, it has 
been obferved, that no fubftance in- 
terpoied between it and iron, can 
prevent the action of its attractive 
virtue. All metals (iron excepted) 
wood, glafs, fire, water, and even 
men and animals, afford a free paf- 
fage to its influence. It has been 
obferved, moreover, that of two 
magnets, the north pole of the one 
attracts the fouth pole of the other, 
and repels its north pole ; while, on 
the contrary, the north pole of the 
fecond was attracted by the fouth pole 
of the firft, which repelled conftantly 
the fouth pole of the fecond. The 
attractive tendency in iron and a 
magnet is alfo reciprocal; and they 
are often attached to each other with 
fuch force, as to require a confider- 
able weigkt to feparate them. 

Among the various hypothefes that 
have been framed to account for the 


+ See Adams on Electricity ; and for an ample accoynt of the Theories of the 


Vaiiation of the Compais, fee the article Variation in Chambers. 
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scar age magnetifm, we fhall on- 
y mention that of Mr. Euler; who 
fuppofes, that the two principal 
caufes, which concur in producing the 
wonderful properties of the magnet, 
are, firft, a particular ftruéture of the 
internal parts of the magnets, and of 
magnetical bodies; and, fecondly, 
an external agent or fluid, which a¢ts 
upon and paffes through thefe pores. 
This fluid, he fuppofes, to be the fo- 
dar atmofphere, or that fubtile matter 
called ether, which fills our fyitem. 
But I fhall not here expatiate upon 
theories, which, however ingenious, 
I have already obferved, are univer- 
fally allowed to be unfatisfactory. 
We know that gravitation, eleciri- 
city, and magnetifm exit; that they 
have certain properties ; and are pro- 
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ductive of certain phenomena: but 
what their nature is, what their fe- 
con caufes, is ftill among the 
myfteries, which, in this flate of our 
exiftence, will, perhaps, be for ever 
inexplicable. ‘The Contemplative 
Philofopher «will acquiefce in his ig- 
norance with the moft awful and de- 
vout fentiments of admiration! And, 
in every view of the material crea- 
tion, as wel! 2s of the moral govern- 
ment of the Divine Being, he may 
exclam, in the language of Holy 
Writ, *O the depth of the riches 
both of the wifdom and knowledge 
of Ged! How unfearchable are his 
works, and his ways pait finding out ! 
Of Him, and through Him, and to 
Him, are all things: to Whom be 
glory for ever: Amen *.’ 


On a True Taste for PLEASURE. 


Among the various Produions of Polite Literature, there are none to which we 
attend with greater Satisfation, than Books whofe Obje@ is to cultivate the 
tender Minds of Youth, and to form their Condu& to the important Parts which 
they may have refpectively to a jn future Life; efpecially when the Inftruce 
tions they contain, however often they have been repeated before, are expreffed 


avith juch Elegance and Propriety, that they afford new Pleafure in the Peru- 
fal. This Tribute of Approbation is due, we think, to the fmall Volume from 
which the following Extra@ is fele&ted, and which is entitled, « Rudiments 
of Tafte: In a Series of Letters from a Mother to a Daughter.’ 


ony has fomething fo allu- 
ring in the very name, that it 
is not furprizing it finds fo great 
a number of votaries.—On no ac- 
count would I have you infenfible to 
its attractions, but rather lead you to 
its flowery paths, and conduct you to 
the moft refined delights.—Thefe 
however you can never obtain, ex- 
cept you are guided in the choice by 
tafte and jadgement.—A tafte in 
pleafure is neceffary for the feleétion 
of fach as are above the enquiries of 
the vulgar, fuitable te delicate and 
refined minds, and correfpondent to 
the nobleft fentiments ; of courfe de- 
pendant more on intellectual, than 
on corporeal faculties. —Tafte never 


fails to reje& whatever is grofs and 
fenfual; yet even among the more 
refined pleafures, a found judgement 
is wanted, to difcriminate the folid 
and rational, from the frivolous and 
faftidious.—The elegant hand of 
fafhionable diffipation has often given 
a polifh to what, in its own nature, 
can never deferve the name of plea- 
fure. 

Dnder this head muft be compre- 
hended the various fpecies of fathi- 
onable amufements, which are in- 
jurious either to health or fortune. — 
One would {carcely fuppofe fach par- 
fuits as thefe fhould ever be dignified 
with the name of pleafure.—Yet 
when numbers are daily feen hazard- 


* Rom. Xi. 33, 34+ 36. 


ing, 





. e 
ing, not only extravagant fums, but 
peace of mind alfo, at the g. ng 
table.-. When the order of nature is 
inverted, and the refrefhments of 
repoie bartered for midnight routs, 
we maft conclude that fuch valuable. 
facrifices are not made but with the 
expectation of fome fupreme pleafure 
to reward them: how feldom fuch 
rewards are found, can beft be de- 
termined by the teftimony of the dif- 
fipated and gay, who, after they 
have wafted the moft valuabie biet- 
fings of life, as time, heaith, fpirits, 
&c. will generaliy confeis that they 
have never found the {atistactions 
they fought after. 

To be able to diveft real enjoy- 
ment from the falie glofies the world 
has put upon it, is a piece of wifdom 
becoming a philofopher; but it is a 
piece of wifdom, you, my dear girls, 
matt alfo acquire, if you cxpe¢t to be 
happy.—Fafhion has arrogated to it- 
felf the prerogative of fixing the cri- 
terion of pleafure ; but fathion is of- 
ten a dangerous direétor, and is at 
beft an imperfect one ; for who has a 
power of effectually biaffing the na- 
tural difpofition of another? If there- 
fore what is called amufement be not 
agreeable to the real turn of the mind, 
it ceafes to be viewed in that light, 
and can only be confidered as an 
irkfome conformity to the taftes of 
others. 

Yet, abje& as fuch a fubmiffion 
undoubtedly is, there are thoufands 
who voluntarily yield to it, wha are 
content to live, move, and a¢t, not 
as they like themfelves, but as the 
polite world thinks fit to dictate.—I 
am no advocate for affected fingula- 
rity in things merely indifferent; but 
when the idol fafhion breaks in upon 
the rules of virtue (as it too often 
does) or the true enjoyment of life, 
this is fo mean a flavery that a ra- 
tional being might be expected to 
defpife it. 

When therefore reafon and reli- 
gion have given the clue to your 
pleafures, refolve aiways to have 
them of your own chufing, and not 
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of other people’s.—The fanétion of 
numbers is the cawfe that draws youth 
from virtue and happinefs: reafon, 
whe: aided by a proper education, 
would, if left to herfelf, point out 
the way to both. 

There are pleafures, my dear girls, 
to be met with in this journey of life, 
pure and fublime ones too, if we look 
tur them through the medium of un- 
vitiated taite.—Did you ever dif. 
charge a focial dary, but upon look- 
iug into your heart. you there per- 
teived a glow of fatisfaction ?>—But 
if you aim at more exalted, more 
rapturous fenfations, give full {cope 
to the impulies of benevolence : try 
what.it is to heal the broken-hearted 5 
diffufe joy through the manfions of 
forrow, and refcue merit from the 
preffure of indigence and misfortune. 
—Thefe employments are capable of 
yielding pleafures fuitable to the mo& 
exalted capacities, boundlefs as the 
mott fanguine imagination can paint 
them. 

But if fo vaft a multitude has erred 
in the purfuit of pleafure, through 
levity, not an inconfiderable num- 
ber, of a very oppofite temper, are 
at equally as great a diftance from 
it: thefe are the morofe and cynical, 
who will not condefcend to the fober 
fatisfa€tions that are to be found in a 
domettic circle, where the focial af- 
fections are cultivated: if the gay 
and volatile miftake the nature of 
pleafure, thefe feem to quettion its 
very exiftence, and pafs through life 
without ftooping to pick up one of 
the fair bloffoms which nature has 
fcattered in the way. 

Ever be your hearts open to the 
fweet emotions of focial love, and 
you will not have caufe to complain 
that the path of human life affords 
nothing but briars and thorns. 

Nor is it from the relative duties 
alone we can derive Happinefs: the 
amufing, the interefting book of na- 
ture is of.1 to all who can read it: 
here you meet with eternal variety, 
order, and beauty ; a thoufand charms 
await the mind, which poffeffes a 
tafte 
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tafte for fimple pleafures ; to fuch the 
whole creation is a boundlefs fource 
of rational amufement. Happy, in- 
effably happy, they who can be plea- 
fed with artlefs nature, and contem- 
plate with delight, the noble ima- 
gery with which fhe abounds.—For 
my part, I fhould defire no greater 
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proof of the purity and elegance of 
your tafte, than to hear you {peak in 
raptures of the graceful foliage of a 
wood, the beauty of a lawn, or any 
of thafe charming rural fcenes which 
are fo often over-looked for the far 
lefs noble productions of art. 


Curious Particulars of the Coan TRADE of Newcaftle. 
{ From Brand’s Hiftory of Newtatftle. ] 


3 ae firft mention of coal in the 
Hiftory of Englahd is in a grant 
of Henry IIT, 1239, where the townf- 
men have a charter to dig for coals. 

In 1306, the ufe of it was prohi- 
bited by parliament, as a public nui- 
fance, corrupting the air with its ftink 
and fmoke. How very differently 
have fucceeding parliaments thought 
of it! As early as 1421, it appears 
to be a trade of great importance, 
and that a duty of two-pence per 
chaldron had been impofed upon it 
for fome time.—In 1599, the queen, 
requiring the payment of all arrears 
of this duty, it was found to have 
been fo long neglefed, that they 
were unable to comply with her re- 
queft, on which the fraternity of 
Hoftmen * was incorporated, upon con- 
dition that they fhould pay one fhil- 
ling per chalder exported from thence 
to the free people of England for 
ever: though they fy they did this 
from gratitude for lev majeity’s in- 
corporation. In 1602, there were 28 
acting fitters, who had 85 keels, and 
vended g,0$0 chalders of coals, at 
from ten to eight fhillices per cbal- 
dron.—In 1616, 13,675 tons of coals 
were fhipped from Newcaitle. 

Many of king Cuarles 1f’s arbi- 
trary a&ts refpectiag coal, appear to 
have been no inconifi’erable part of 
that unhappy monarch’s political fins. 


* Thefe feem to be ©: apr 
in everie porte fufficient hoo! 
dwell in none other pix 


& 3 =-Camden give 
manni, ealt-men, traders trom the eaft :” and 


In 1627, a charter was granted to 
three perfons for the fole praétice of 
a new invention of {melting iron with 
coal.—In 1630, an exclufive grant 
was obtained by David Ramfay, to 
raife water from coal mines. The 
fame year the king let the duties on 
coal to farm.—In 1634, folely by his 
own authority, he impofed a duty of 
four-pence per chaldron on all coal 
exported to foreign parts.—In 1637, 
he granted to fir Thomas Tempeft and 
others, the fole power of felling coal 
from the Tyne for 21 years.—And, in 
the year following, he erected another 
company of monopolizers, revoking, 
probably, the former grant. 

From various documents it appears, 
that one of the moft diftrefling cir- 
cumftances to tbe parliament party, 
was the occafional pofleflion of New- 
caltle by the Royalifts ; the city of 
London being at thofe times in abfo- 
lute want of fuel. 

Grey’s account, in his Chorogra- 
phia of the coal-trade in 1649, is 
well worth tranfcribing; ‘ There 
come fometimes into this river for 
coales,. 300 fayle of fhip. Many thou- 
fand people are employed in this 
trade: many live by working them 
in the pits; many live by conveying 
them to the Tyne; many are em- 
ployed in conveying them in keels 
from the ftathes aboard the fhips: 


vedby 5 Hen. iV. c. 9. (1404), which enakts ¢ that 
vit! be afligred to the fame merchants, who fhall 


the following etymon, § from Outt- 
t appears, fiom the earlielt entries in the 


fociety’s books, that the ttranger ari iving to buy cual, is cailed the ¢ cate, —-Tais fo- 


ciety ave alio called Fitters. 
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one coal-merchant imployeth 500 or 
1000 in his works, yet for all his la- 
bour, care and coft, can fcarce live of 
his trade: nay, many of them hath 
confumed and fpent great eftates, and 
died beggars. I can remember one 
of many that hath raifed his eftate ; 
many 1 remember that hath wafted 
great eftates.—Some fouth gentlemen 
have, upon great hope of benefit, 
come into this country to hazard 
their monies in coal-pits. Mafter 
Beaumont, 4 geritleman of great in- 
genuity and rare parts, adventured 
into our mines with his 30,000l. who 
brought with him many rare engines 
not known then in thefe parts; as 
the art to boore with iron rods, to try 
the deepnefs and thicknefs of the 
coale ; rare engines to draw water 
out of pits ; waggons with one horfe 
to draw down coales from the piss to 
the flathes; &c. Within few years 
he confumed all his money, and rode 
home upon his light horfe. 

In 1667, three fhillings per chalder 
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were laid upon Newcaftle coals, to be 
applied to the rebuilding of the city 
of London. 

In 1677, the reverfion of twelve- 
pence a chaldron was granted to the 
duke of Richmond. 

In 1699, two hundred thoufand 
chaldroa of coals were fhipped from 
Newcaftle to London, 

In 1710, a duty was laid upon coal, 
for building fifty churches in London. 

In 1740. 13 George Il. c. 21. 
enacted, that treble damages fhould 
be given for damaging collieries by 
water. 

The following is the average ac- 
count of coal annually fhipped from 
Newcattle 1770—1776. 

To London and. coaitwife 351,0c0 

chaldrons. 

Britifh plantations, 2,000. 

Foreign parts, 27,000. 

Duty to the crown on 351,000. 
—:67,000l. 

Medium revenue of the duke of 
Richmond, 17,550l. 


ADescriPrion, and ENGRAVED REPRESENTATION, ofa MACHINE 


for TwitcuHine Woot, invented by Mr. Hucues of Coggefhall, 
in Effex; to whom the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufaétures and Commerce, at the Adelphi, have adjudged a 


Premium for this ufeful Invention. 


HIS Machine is recommended 

by feveral eminent baize-makers 
of Effex. The intention of Mr. 
Hughes, in contriving it, was to find 
out the revere motion, which he ap- 
pears to have done effectually. 


Rererences to the Puare. 


A, the winch by which the pinion 
B is turned ; this pinion taking into 
the teeth of the tace-wheel C, on 
whofe axis is the crank D, an alter- 
nate motion is communicated to the 
bar E, moving on an axis F; and 
thus the horfe-head G drives the wheel 
H to the right or left, as the teeth of 
the horfe-head take into the pinion J : 
and the teeth of wheel H, taking into 
the pinion K fixed on the axis of the 
twitching machine L, the fangs on 
the fliers are alternately driver, with 


confiderable velocity, firft one way, 
and then the other. In the medel, a 
cover is placed over the part into 
which the wool is put, fo that it re. 
fembles a box, as is neceffary in the 
large works, to prevent the inconve- 
niences arifing from the fmall parti- 
cles of wool that are driven about, 
during the operation, to the great 
detriment of the workmen employed 
in the hand-machines uied before this 
contrivance of Mr. Hughes. 

It will eafily be feen, by avy me- 
chanic, how this machine may be 
fixed to a herfe-mill, water-wheel, 
&c. 

As the word savitchizg, when ap- 
plied to the preparing wool, appeared 
to be a local term, Mr. Hughes was 
deGred to explain what was meant by 
it, and what word was made ufe of 

i for 








for the fame operation in other parts 
of the country. 

In anfwer to this requeft, Mr. 
Hughes informed the focicty, that the 
ufe of his machine was for opening 
and preparing the wool for the carders 
and fpinners (which was formerly 
done by mea beating it with flicks 
called rods.) But of late (he fays) 
the method has been to ufe mills, 
called here Gigging-mills, which in 
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Yorkthire are called Towing-mills : 
thefe are worked by men turning 
them backward and forward, till the 
wool is fufficiently opened for ufe. 
He adds, that the reverfe motion, as 
fhown in his machine, was much 
wanted ; and the benefit and advan- 
tage of it is well known, and ap- 
proved; it having been at work al- 
moit two years. 


Farther Particulars in the NaTuRAL History of the CANCER, or 
Animals of the Cras Kinp. 


aces fpecies of the Cancer are 
very numerous. But, befide 
thofe decribed in our Magazine for 
November lait, we fhall only mention 
fuch as are diftinguithed for fome very 
curious fingularities. 

The diogenes foldier-crab, or her- 
mit-crzb, with rough claws ; the left 
claw is the longett (this being the 
only difference between the «togeues 
and derzardis ;) the legs are iubu- 
lated, and ferrated along the upper 
ridge ; the tail naked and tender, 
and furnifhed with a hook by which 
it fecures itfelf in its lodging. This 
fpecies is parafitic ; and inhabits the 


empty cavities of turbinated fhells, | 


changing its habitation according to 
its increafe of growth from the {mall 
nerite to the large whelt. Nature de- 
nies it the {trong covering behind, 
which it hath given to others of this 
clafs ; and therefore direéts it to take 
refuge in the deferted cafes of other 
animals. They crawl very fait with 
the fhell on their back; and at the 
approach of danger draw themfelves 
within the fhell, and, thrufting out 
the larger claw, will pinch very hard 
whatever molefts them. Ariltotle de- 
fcribes it very exactly under the name 
of HAERIEOVe By the moderns it is 
called the fldier, from the idea of 
its dwelling in a tent ; or the /erwit, 
from retiring into a cell. 

It is very diverting to obferve this 
animal when wanting to change its 
fhell. The little foldier is feen buiily 
parading the fhore along that line of 


1 


pebbles and fhells which is formed by 
the extremeft wave; ftill, however, 
dragging its old incommodious habi. 
tation at its tail, unwilling to part 
with one fhell, even though a trouble- 
fome appendage, till it can find an- 
Other more convenient. It is feen 
ftopping at one hell, turning it, and 
paffing it by ; going on to another, 
contemplating that for a while, and 
then flipping its tail from its old ha- 
bitation to try on the new: this alfo 
is found to be inconvenient, and it 
quickly returns to its old hell again. 
In this manner it frequently changes, 
ull at laft it finds one light, roomy, 
and commodious ; to this it adheres, 
though the fhell be fometimes fo large 
as to hide the body of the animal, 
claws and all. Yet it is not till after 
many trials, and many combats alfo, 
that the foldier is thus completely 
equipped ; for there is oftena conteit 
between two of them for fome weil- 
looking favourite fhell for which they 
are rivals. ‘They both endeavour to 
take pofleffion ; they ftrike with their 
claws, they bite each other, till the 
weakett is obliged to yield by giving 
up the object of difpute. It is then 
that the victor immediately takes pof- 
feffion, and parades it in his new con- 
queit three or four times back and 
forward upon the ilrand before his en- 
vious antagonift. When this animal 
is taken, it fends forth a feeble cry, 
endeavouring to teize the enemy with 
its nippers; which if it faftens upon, 
it will fooner die than quit the grafp. 

The 
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The hermit-crabs frequent moftly 
thofe parts of the fea-fhores which are 
covered with fhrubs and trees, pro- 
ducing various wild fruits on which 
they fubfilt; though they will alfo 
feed on the fragments of fifth and 
other animal fubitances caft on fhore. 
When roatted in the fhell, they are 
efleemed delicate. The hermit-crab, 
hung in the air, diffolves into a kind 
of oil, which fpeedily cures the rheu- 
matiim, if rubbed upon the part. 

The grapfus, or red mottled crab, 
hath a round body, the legs longer 
and larger than in other kinds ; the 
claws red ; except which, the whole 
is mottled in a beautiful manner with 
red and white. Thefe crabs inhabit 
the rocks hanging over the fea ; they 
are the nimbleft of all others, and ran 
with furprifing agility along the up- 
right fide of a rock, and even under 
the rocks that hang horizontaily be- 
low the water. ‘This they are often 
neceffitated to do for efcaping the 
aflaults of rapacious birds that purfue 
them. Thefe crabs never go to land ; 
but frequent moilly thofe parts of the 
promontories and iflands of rocks in 
and near the fea, where, by the con- 
tinual and violent agitation of the 
waves againit the rocks, they are al- 
ways wet, continually receiving the 
{pray of the fea, which often wafhes 
them into it; but they inftantly re- 
turn to the rock again, not being able 
to live under water, and yet requi- 
ring more of that element than any of 
the cru(taceous kinds that are not fith. 

The pifum, or pea-crab, has round- 
ed and fmooth thorax, entire and 
blunt ; with a tail of the fize of the 
body, which commonly is the bulk of 
apea. It inhabits the mufcle, and 
has unjuttly acquired the repute of 
being poifonous, The fwelling after 
eating of mufcles is wholly coniitu- 
ticnal ; for one that is affe&ed by it, 
hundreds remain uniajured. Crabs 
either of this kind, or allied to them, 
the ancients believed to have been the 
coufentaneous inmates of the Pinne, 
and other bivalves; which, being too 
ilwpid to perceive the approach of 
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their prey, were warned of it by their 
vigilant friend. 

The ruricola, land-crab, or violet- 
crab, has a {mooth entire thorax, and 
the two lait joints of the feet armed 
with fpines. It inhabits the Bahama 
iflands, as well as moft lands between 
the tropics; and feeds upon vege- 
tables. 

Thefe animals live not only in a 
kind of orderly fociety in their re- 
treats in the mountains, but regularly 
once a year march down to the fea- 
fide in a body of fome millions at a 
time. As they multiply in great 
numbers, they chovfe the month of 
April or May to begin their expedi- 
tion ; and then fally out by thoutands 
from the itumps cf hollow trees, trom 
the clefts of rocks, and from the 
holes which they dig for themfelves 
under the furface of the earth. At 
that time the whole ground is covered 
with this band of adventurers ; there 
is no fettin:: down one’s foot without 
treading upon them. The feais their 
place of dettination, and to that they 
direét their march with right-lined 
precifion. No geometrician cou!d 
iend them to their dettined ilation by 
a thorter courfe ; they neither turn to 
the right nor left, whatever obitacles 
intervene ; and even if they meet 
with a houfe, they will attempt to 
fcale the walls to keep the unb-oken 
tenor of their way. Lut though this 
be the general order of their route, 
they, upon other occafions, are obliged 
to conform to the f.ce of the country ; 
and if it is iittericGied with rivers, 
they are then feen to wind along the 
courie of the ftream. ‘The proceffion 
fets forward from the mountains with 
the recularity of an army under the 
guidance of an experienced com- 
mander. ‘They are commonly divid- 
ed into three battalions; of which 
the firit confifts of the tronvek and 
boldett maies, that, like poceers, 
march forward to clear ine route antl 
face the greatett dangers. Taste ar 
often obliged to halt for want of rain, 
and to go into the moi coaveutent 
encampment uli the weather chan zes. 

E 2 ‘the 
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The main body of the army is com- 
pofed of females, which never leave 
the mountains till the rain is fet in for 
fome time, and then defcend in re- 
gular battalia, being formed into co- 
Jumns of fifty paces broad, and three 
miles deep, and fo clofe that they al- 
moft cover the ground. Three or 
four days after this, the rear-guard 
follows, a itraggling undifciplined 
tribe, confifting of males and females, 
but neither fo robuft nor fo vigorous 
as the former. The night is their 
chief time of proceeding ; but if it 
sains by day, they do not fail to profit 
by the occafion ; and they continue 
to move forward in their flow uniform 
manner. When the fun fhines and is 
hot upon the furface of the ground, 
they then make an univerfal halt, and 
wait till the cool of the evening. 
When they are terrified, they march 
back in a confufed diforderly manner, 
hoiding up their nippers, with which 
they jometimes tear off a piece of the 
fkin, and then leave the weapon where 
they inflicied the wound. 

When, after a fatiguing march, 
and eicaping a thoufand dangers, (for 
they are iometimes three months in 
getting to the thore,) they have ar- 
rived at their deitined port, they pre- 
pare to cait their pawn. The peas 
are as yet within their bodies, and not 
excluded as is ufual in animals of this 
kind, under the tail ; for the crea- 
ture waits tor the benefit of fea-water 
to help the delivery. For this pur- 
pofe the crab has no fooner reached 
the thore, than 1t eagerly goes to the 
edge of the water, and lets the waves 
wath over its body two or three times. 
This feems only a preparation for 
bringing their ipawn to maturity ; 
for, without farther delay, they with- 
draw to ieek a lodging upon land: 
in the mean time the ipawn grows 
larger, is excluded out of the body, 
and {ticks to the barb: under the flap, 
or more properly the tail. This 
bunch is tLe as big as an hen’s egg, 
and exactly reiembling the roes of 
herrings. In this itate of pregnancy 
they once more fgek the fhore for the 


laft time ; and fhaking off their fpawn 
into the water, leave accident to 
bring it to maturity. At this time 
whole fhoals of hungry fifh are at the 
fhore in expeétation of this annual 
fupply ; the fea to a great diftance 
feems black with them; and about 
two thirds of the crabs eggs are im- 
mediately devoured by thefe rapacious 
invaders. The eggs that efcape are 
hatched under the fand; and, foon 
after, millions at a time of thefe little 
crabs are feen quitting the fhore, and 
flowly travelling up to the mountains, 
The old ones, however, are not fo 
active to return; they have become 
fo feeble and lean, that they can 
hardly creep along, and the fleth at 
that time changes its colour. The 
mott of them, therefore, are obliged 
to continue in the flat parts of the 
country till they recover, making 
holes in the earth, which they cover 
at the mouth with leaves and dirt, fo 
that no air mav enter. There they 
throw off their old fhells, which they 
leave, as it were, quite whole ; the 
place where they opened on the belly 
being unfeen, At that time they are 
quite naked, and almoft without ma- 
tion for fix days together, when they 
become fo fat as to be delicious food. 
They have then under their ftomachs 
four large white ftones, which gra- 
dually decreafe in proportion as the 
fhell hardens, and, when they come 
to perfection, are not to be found. It 
is at that time that the animal is feen 
flowly making its way back ; and all 
this is moft commonly performed in 
the fpace of fix weeks. 

Thefe crabs are of various fizes, 
the largeft about fix inches wide ; 
they walk fide-ways like the fea-crab, 
and are fhaped like them: fome are 
black, fome yellow, fome red, and 
athers variegated with red, white, and 
yellow mixed. Some of thefe are poi- 
fonous ; and feveral people have died 
of eating of the crabs, particularly of 
the black kind. The light-coloured 
are reckoned beit; and when fuil ia 
flech, are very well tailed. 
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History of the Or1GIN and ProcRess of the prefent Great 
REVOLUTION in the AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 


When we gave the very interefling Account of the Conftitution and Government 
of the Auftrian Low Countries, in our Magazine for November 1786, we 
little imagined that ewe were inferting a very proper Introduétion to the Hiftory 
of a great Revolution, at no very diftant Period. From the repeated Innova- 
tions, however, of capricious Defpotifin, fome Refiftance, at leaft, might have 
been fince expected ; efpecially, as in the Joyous Entry, or Magna Charta, 
of Brabant, of which we have there given fuch a copious Account, it is ex- 
prefly flipulated, that * if the Sovereign infringe any Article of the Foyous 
Entry, his Subjects fhall be releafed from Service and Duty until Reparation be 


made.’ 
THE 


CONTENTS. 


Cuaprer I. 


Defcent of the Provinces of the Low Countries to fucceffive Sovereigns.— 
Popularity of the prefent Emperor on his Acceffion to the Government. 
—His portentous Attempts at Ecclefiaftical Reform.—His Invafion of 
Civil Rights, and Subverfion of the ancient Conftitution and Courts of 


Juttice. 
. er feventeen provinces of the 


Low Countries, anciently {0 
many diitinét fovereignties, under the 
title of dutchies, counties, &c. fell, 
at laft, under the dominion of the 
Houle of Burgundy ; the marriage of 
whole fole heirefs, Mary, with the 
emperor Maximilian, contributed to 
agyrandize the Auftrian family. The 
emperor Charles V, his grandfon, 
when he abdicated his dominions, re- 
figned the empire to his fon Ferdi- 
nand, and the fovereignty of Spain, 
Spanith America, and the Nether- 
lands, to his other fon, Philip IL. 
The tyranny of this cruel bigot, with 
his attempts to int:oduce the Inquiii- 
tion into the country, involved thefe 
fine provinces in all the horrors of a 
long civil war *. All the efforts of 
the duke of Parma and the Marquis 
of Spinola, two of the greateit gene- 
rals that ever lived, could not pre- 
vent the formation of feven of thefe 
provinces into a republic, which has 


* See a Complete Hiftory of this War 


April, June, July, Auguit, 17785 and Supplement to Vol, L XII, 


fince had great influence in the poli- 
tics of Europe. 

The other ten, however, returned 
to their allegiance, on the exprefs 
condition, that they fhould enjoy 
their free conttitution as heretofore. 
On the death of Charles II, the laf 
king of Spain of the Houfe of Au- 
ftria, thefe provinces came under the 
dominion of the duke of Anjou, 
grand{fon of Lewis XIV, on his be- 
ing recognized king of Spain, under 
the name of Philip V. But, by the 
treaty of Vienna, in 1725, this 
prince finally ceded them to the Houfe 
of Auttria, in the perfon of the ein- 
peror Charles VI. 

This emperor was received by his 
new fubjccts with the greateft cordi- 
ality; he having firft f{worn, at his 
inauguration, as his fucceffors have 
fince conitantly done, to the prefer- 
vation of their ancient rights. His 
daughter, the emprefs Maria The- 
refa, in very perilous fituations, de- 


in our Magazine for February, March, 


rived 
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rived effential benefits from their zeal 
and loyalty, and the refources of men 
and money, that were drawn from 
them. Ina word, during her reign, 
there was not a more contented 
people in Europe, nor a (overeign 
who had more reafon to be happy in 
her fubjeéts. 

When this illufrious princefs died 
in 1780, fhe was fucceeded by her 
fon, the prefent emperor Jofeph UI, 
who, at firft, had completely gained 
the hearts of the people in the Low 
Countries, by the flattering hopes 
which he held out to them of reco- 
vering and opening the navigation of 
the Schelde. However futile or un- 
juft this proje& might be in the de- 
fign, or however dilgraceful the 
failure in the exccution, it anfwered 
the efiential purpofe to himielf of 
doubly filling his coffers, firft through 
the large fubfidy and loan which the 
ftates of Brabant granted for its fup- 
port, and afterwards by the vaft fum 
of money for which he fold his claim 
to the Dutch. Grievous as this dif- 
appointment was, being in fome fort 
attributed to neceflity, it did not 
diminith the affetion of the Nether- 
landers to their new fovercign, how- 
ever it might fail in exaltung their 
opinion of his character with refpect 
to political ability or military irength : 
on the contrary, the attempt was re- 
garded by them as poffefling a full 
claim on their gratitude, from the 
intereft which they conceived he took 
in their affairs. But that reftlefs {pi- 
nit of innovation, which ‘:as fpread 
diftraciion through every other part 
of his dominions, and that refine- 
ment on defpotifm which, reducing 
mankind to the flate of mere ma- 
chines, would deprive them of all 
volition in the moft common oflices of 
life, were foon to poifon thole fources 
of affluence and happinefs, which had 
fo long fpread their benign influence 
over the Low Countries. 

The firit innovations were with re- 
gard ta religious matters ; and how- 
ever rational thefe reforms might be 
in the abitraét, and however laudable 


we, as proteitants, may confider them, 
yet the temper, habits, and prejudices 
of the people being duly weighed 
(matters of fome confideration furely 
in political affairs), it may well be 
queftioned whether they were wilely 
adopted. At all events lefs precipi- 
tation {hould have been ufed; and 
when the people perceived the utility 
arifing from fmaller reforms, they 
would have been by degrees prepared 
to expect proportionable benefits from 
thofe that were greater, and where 
the propriety of the interference of 
government was fliil lefs obvious. 
But that impatience which would truit 
nothing to the operation of time, and 
a total contempt for the opinions and 
likings of men, were among the molt 
ftriking charatteriflics of the fove- 
reign. 

The fenfe, however, of the ftates, 
and of the principal men, including 
all the governing departments of the 
nation, feemed to coincide fo much 
with the emperor’s intention in his 
firft religious reforms, that the mul- 
titude, however allonifhed and grie- 
ved, and the clergy, however greatly 
alarmed and afie&ted, funk under 
them in nearly a filent acquiefcence. 
But when the rage for reform in- 
creafed hourly with its faccefs; when 
it was feen that no moderation was 
obferved, that the fates not only 
were not confulted, but did not feem 
to be thought of, and that the royal 
authority, acting fingly from itfelf, 
overthrew every thing in its way, 
without regard to the moft fixed, an- 
cient, or popular eflablifhments ; then 
the moft wife and enlightened men, 
and confequently the moil remote 
from fuperitition and bigotry, began 
with reafon to tremble for their civil 
rights, fecing well that the fame def. 
potifm which fwept every thing be- 
fore it in the religious departments, 
might, by a new direction, prove 
equally fatal to the conitituiion of 
their couutry in all other refpects. 

The ecclefiaftical order formed a 
very powerful, numerous, and opu- 
lent body in the Low Countries, their 

pollefions 
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ffeffions and property, of every 
Find, being eltimated at the im- 
menfe fum of twenty-five millions 
fterling. They had likewife poflefied 
from time immemorial, at leaft, a 
third part in the government of the 
country ; the flates being compofed 
of the reprefentatives of the clergy, 
of the nobility, and of the commons. 
Although the ftates confented to the 
firft innovations made by the empe- 
ror, in the fuppreffion of fome of 
thole orders or eftablifhments which 
were deemed mott unneceffary or ufe- 
lefs; yet when they faw the head- 
long ftrides he was taking to the over- 
threw of the whole, they conceived 
at once that his objeét was not reform 
but plander ; and that he aimed at 
grafping the whole of this immente 
property for the purpofes of eftablifh- 
ing defpotifm at home, and the gra- 
tification ef an infatiable ambition 
abroad. 

This confideration obliged all or- 
ders of men to coalefce in the endea- 
vour to preferve their common privi- 
leges ; and thofe who before, being 
only attentive to the care of their ci- 
vil rights, gave themfelves no great 
concern about the dilapidations of the 
church, now perceived clearly, that 
to refit the inroads of arbitrary 
power with effect, all the inlets by 
which it might enter fhould be equally 
guarded. ‘They accordingly tound 
it neceflary not only to profit of the 
filent difcontents of the clergy, but 
to retain the paffions, the prejudices, 
and even the bigotry of the people on 
their fide, in order to form the moit 
compact and powerful oppolition of 
which they were capable, againit the 
dangers which they too well faw fo 
heavily threatened their ancient civil 
eitablifhments with ruin. 

From thefe caufes, difcontents and 
murmurs became general in the Low 
Countries. ‘the harih, auitere, and 
arbitrary {pirit which was manifefted 
in all the reforms that had already 
taken place, did not tend to allay 
the difcontents excited by new and 
extraordinary meafures, The fmallett 
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compliance with ancient and popular 
cuftoms or prejudices, or attention to 
the opinions of a people whe had for 
feveral centuries been habituated to 
freedom, was never fhewn in thofe 
fecondary matters, which would have 
been neceffary to fmooth the way for 
the principal object, in a fingle in. 
ftlance. ‘he decrees of the oracle 
feemed to be as fixed and irrevocable 
as thofe of fate; and the inftruments 
of carrying them into execution to 
have no -greater latitude of will or 
action than thofe on whom they were 
to operate, 

This difplay of a terrific authority, 
which admitted of no deviation from 
its pref{cribed courfe, appeared openly, 
without addrefs or management, 1a 
all things, and was carried into the 
detail of {mall affairs, as well as thofe 
of greater importance. 

The Keremeiie was a feftival of 
great antiquity in the Low Countries, 
and had izemed, for many ages, to 
be regarded by the inhabitants in 
much the fame manner that the Sa- 
turnalia had by the ancients. It was 
afeaion of nratual vifiting, and of 
reconciling differences, not only be- 
tween individuals, but villages; it 
was equally a feafon for contra&ting 
marriages, for forming new friend. 
fhips, and for renewing or cementia 
the old. The fatisfaction it heat 
appeared of the utmoft importance to 
that clafs of mankind whofe deftiny 
preciudes them from partaking of 
many pleafures, and therefore doubly 
endeared to them the returns of an- 
cient and periodical feftivity.——The 
Keremeffe was fupprefied. 

The difpofal that was made of the 
lands belonging to the fuppre‘fed con- 
vents, afforded hkewife much matter 
of public diffatisfaction. Affurances 
had been given at the commence- 
ment of thefe fupprefiions, that after 
providing a competent revenue for 
the maintenance of the reformed re- 
ligious; thefe eftates fhould be fold, 
and their produce applied to fuch 
public eftablifhments, as fhould fully 
compenfate for the failure of thefe 
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large charities which the monatfteries 
uniformly difpenfed. But without re- 
gard to thefe engagements, the lands 
were now applied to increafe, and 
confidered as a part of the royal de- 
mefnes. The value of thofe already 
feized was eftimated at more than a 
million fterling, from which the flen- 
der ftipends allowed to the religious 
made but a very fimall reduction ; 
and though a commitlion had been 
granted for the eftablifhment of a fort 
of religious and charitable bank or 
coffer, yet the benefits arifing from it 
not appearing, could afford no fatif- 
faction to the public. 

The condutt of government, with 
refpect to the abbies, which are the 
moft opulent and fplendid of the re- 
ligious foundations, was likewife a 
fource of much difcontent as well as 
apprehenfion. Several of thefe con- 
ferred a right on the poffeffors of be- 
ing inftantly, in virtue only of the 
poflefiions, inherent members of the 
ftates. In Brabant this high diftinc- 


tion and privilege in favour of the 
abbots was carried to a greater extent 


than elfewhere, for the whole body of 
the clergy? being the firft order of 
the ftate, were reprefented by abbots 
only. ‘The emperor had not yet ven- 
tured upon ‘the direct fubverfion of 
any of the abbacies, but he adopted 
a meafure which nearly aniwered the 
fame purpofe for the prefent, by pia- 
cing them to be held in commendam, 
as the abbots died. ‘This was in di- 
rect contradiction not only to the fpi- 
rit but the letter of the joyous entry, 
the framers of which, as if forefeeing 
the innovation, had guarded againit 
the evil by an exprefs law. It was 
reprefented as a double wrong, firft 
to the abbies, which were deprived of 
their juit and legal rights, and next 
to the itates, who were rendered im- 
perfe&t, by being deprived of the fer- 
vice of their proper members. ‘This 
was faid to be an invafion of the con- 
ftitution by fap. The firft order of 
the itates would thus be filently ex- 
tinguifhed, and a precedent eitablith- 
ed, which in a little time would prove 
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equally fatal to the other two; whichy 
already maimed and defeéted, mutt 
eafily fink under the expected blow. 

But the firft day of the year 1787 
was deftined to make all paft com- 
plaints and grievances appear of {mall 
account, if not entirely infignificant. 
Two imperial ediéts were publithed 
on that day, which went to the direct 
fubverfion of all the tribunals, of the 
forms and courfe of civil juttice, 
which had for fo many centuries been 
eftablifhed and purfued in the Low 
Countries; and which went no lefs 
in their tendency to the overthrow of 
that ancient and venerable conftitu. 
tion, which the people had fo long 
confidered as their glory. 

By the new edicts of the firft of 
January, all the ancient tribunals 
were overthrown, and the eftablifhed 
courfe of juftice was annihilated, for 
the gratification of a project, which, 
to fpeak of it in the mildeft terms, 
had not yet received the teft of any 
fort of experience. Tribunals of a 
new defcription, perhaps fuited to an- 
other ftate of civilization and things, 
but whofe models were derived from 
the ever harfh and arbitrary govern- 
ments of the ancient Auftrian domi- 
nions, were to fupply the place of 
the former judicatures. A fupreme 
tribunal, whofe jurifdiction extended 
over all the provinces, was appointed 
to hold its feat at Bruffels. A new 
mode of judicial procedure, copied 
from the fources we have mentioned, 
was to take place in that as well as 
the inferior tribunals. ‘The Baron de 
Martini, an Italian, was fent into the 
Low Countries, with the title of im- 
perial commiflary, to eftablifh and 
regulate the new tribunals, and to 
prefcribe to a nation, which had for 
fo many ages gloried in the freedom 
as well as the equity of its civil initi- 
tutions, in what manner juitice fhould 
be difpenfed in future. The sit of 
May was the day appointed for the 
ancient tribunals to ceafe, and the 
new ones to commence their career 
in the adminiitration of juttice. 

Tae 





FOR JANUARY, t790. 


The conftitution of the new courts 
of judicature was not by any means 
calculated to leflen the regret which 
every body felt ior the fuppreffion cf 
the old tribunals. On examining 
their conftruction, it was found that 
the judges were not to be chofen from 
the natives, and that the decifion of 
caufes was generally to lie in the 
breaft of a fingle judge ; but the 
mof alarming circumftance of all was 
the impenetrable veil of fecrefy, 
which was to overfpread all the tri- 
bunals, and to bury their proceed- 
ings in darknefs. 

The fudden and violent overthrow 
of their ancient and favourite tribu- 
nals, fpread confternation among the 

eople. Every man trembled at the 
idea of thofe dangers to which he 
expeéted his perfon or property wouid 
in future be expofed. ‘The nobles 
felt themfelves wounded to the quick 
in being thus deprived of their feigno- 
rial rights, without any charge of mif- 
conduct in the exercife of their privi- 
leges, and confequently without even 
a colour'of juftice. ‘They exclaimed, 


that, by difpoffefling them of that ju- 


rifdiction which they had ever held 
over their tenants in the villages, 
they were robbed of one of the mot 
valuable parts of their hereditary pa- 
trimony, without any caufe afligned, 


© or compenfation offered; and that 


this patrimony and thefe rights had 
been acquired in early times, at the 
expence of the money, or the blood 
of their anceftors. 

The cities, which were extremely 
jealous of the dignity of their magi- 
itrates, who poffefied a very unufual 
degree of confideration in that coun- 
try, could not but deeply refent the 
unmerited degradation and affront of- 
fered to that body; while, with re- 
{pect to themfeives, they exclaimed, 
that one.of their nobleit privileges 
would be ravithed from them, when 
the citizens were deprived of that fair 
and open trial by their magiftrates, 
to which they had ever fafely com- 
mitted their lives and fortunes, and 
which they claimed as their natural 
and inalienable right. 


4t 


But the fuppreffion of the council 
of Brabant, as it excited the greate fk 
conilernation, fo it produced the Icud- 
eft and moit general complaints of 
any of the innovations. By the fup- 
preflion of that fupreme tribunal, not 
only the benefits it afforded as a court 
of juftice, and of appeal in the lait 
initance, was loit to the public, but 
what might be confidered even of 
greater confequence, that wholefome 
controul, which, as a council of fate, 
it exercifed over the edi@s of the 
prince, and which was the moft effec- 
tual check the people held upon the 
encroachments of his prerogative, 
was thereby annihilated. By the new 
edict, the great feal of Brabant, to 
which fo much importance had always 
been annexed, and which the joyous 
entry had confided with fo much cau- 
tion to the chancellor only, a native 
of the province, was now to be placed 
in the hands of the imperial minifter 
in the Low Countries, a perfon and 
office not known to the conftitution, 
over whom it had no controul, and 
who, being appointed and remove- 
able at the will of the fovereign, muft 
not only be highly obnoxious to the 
people, but could at any time apply 
the ancient inftrument of their free- 
dom to the ratification of their bond-~ 
age. 

But while the firft of the two fa- 
mous edicts, which fo ominoufly cloud- 
ed the opening of the new year, ex- 
tended deftruction to their courts and 
forms of juflice, the fecond went little 
leis directly to fubvert the whole fa- 
bric of their conftitution ; at leaft, it 
was fo ftripped of its buttreffes and 
defences in the prefent initance, that 
the remaining parts could {carcely be 
expected to withitand the fhocks to 
which governments are daily fubject. 
This edict, which had for’ its title, 
« The Eftablifhment of a new Form 
of Government in the Anuftrian 
Netherlands,’ would, had it been 
carried into execution, have fecur- 
ed to defpotifm the moit perma- 
nent triumph. 
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THE BRITISH MUSE. 


WINTER; an ODE. 


¥ i HE radiant ruler of the year 

At length his wintery goal attains ; 
Scon to reverfe the lorg career, 
And northward bend his fteady reins. 
Now, piercing half Potofi’s height, 
Prone ruth the fiery floods of light 
Ripening the mountain's fiver ftores 5 
While in fome cavein’s horrd fhate, 
The panting Indian hides his head, 
And oft the appioach of eve umpleres. 


But Jo, on this d-ferted coat 

How pale the fun! how th ck the air! 
Muttering his ftorms, a fordid holt, 

Lo, winter defolates the year. 

The fields refign their lateft bloom ; 

No more the bieczes watt perfume, 

No more the ftreams in mufic roll : 

Put thows fall dark, or rains refound ; 
And, wh le creat nature mourns around, 
Her griefs intcét the human foul. 


Hence the loud city’s bufy throngs 

Urge the warm bow] and fplend:d fire : 
Harmonious dances, feitive tongs 
Againt the fp:teful heaven con{pire, 
Meantime pethaps with tender fears 

Some village-dame the curfew hevrs, 
Wile round the hearth her children play : 
At morn their father went abroad ; 

The moon is ftink, and deep the read ; 
She fighs, ard wonders at his flay. 


But thou, my lyre, awake, arife, 

And hai the fun’s returning force : 

Even now he climbs the northern tkies, 
And health and hope attend his courfe. 
Then louder how] the agrial waite, 

Be euth with keener ccld embrac’d, 

Yer gentle hours advance their wing 5 
And fancy, mocking winter's might, 
With flowers and cews and ttreaming light 
Already decks the new-born fpring. 


O fountain of the golden diy, 

Cou'd irortal vews promote thy {peed, 
How ‘oon before thy vernal ray 
Shou'd each unkindly damp recede! 
Hew foon each hovering tempeli fiv, 
Whote Gores for miichtef arm the tky, 
Prompt om our heads to burft aman, 
To rend the foreft from the fieep, 

Or, thuncering o’er the Bult c deep, 

To whelm the merchant's hopes of gain ! 


But let not man’s unequal views 

Prefume o'er nature and her laws; 

°Tis his with grateful joy to ule 

The indugence of the fovran caufe 5 
2 


Secure that health and beauty fprings 
Through this majeltic frame of things, 
Beyond what he can reach to know 5 
And that heaven’s all-fubduing will, 
With good the progeny of ill, 
Aitempereth every ftate below. 


PROLOGUE 


Written by Mr. Ropert Burns, the 
Ayrhhire Bard. 
Spoken by Mr. SUTHERLAND 


At his Theatre in Dumraies, on the 
Evening of laft New-Year’s Day, 


O jong, nor dance, I bring from yon: 


great city 

That quens it c’er our taile—the more’s 
the pity 5 

Thorgh, by the by, abroad why will you 
roum ? 

Good {:ife and tafte are natives here at 
home. 

But not for panegyric I appear ; 

I come—to with you all a good New-year. 

Old t-ther Time deputes me here before ye, 

Not here to preach, but tell his fimple ftory. 

The {age good ancient cough’d, and bade 
me fay, 

You're one year older, this important 


ay. 
If wifer le hinted fome fuggeftion— 
(But “iwould be rude, you know, to alk 
the quettion.) F 
And, with a would-be roguifh leer and 
wink, 
He bade me on you prefs this one word=~ 
Tuink! 
Ye fprightly youth! quite fufh in hope 
and {pirit, 
Who truft to path your path by dint of 
merit 5 
To you the dotard has a deal to fay, 
In his fly, dry, fententious, proverb way : 
de bids you mind, amidft your thoughtlefs 
rattle, 
That the firit blow is ever half the battle ; 
That, by the fkirt, though (ome may try 
to fnatch him, 
Yet, by the forelock is the hold to catch 
him: 

That, whether doing, fuff-ring, or fore 
bearing, 

You may do miracles in perfevering. 

Laft, though not leait in love, ye youth- 

ful Fair ! 

Angelic forms!—high Heaven's peculiar 
care! 
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To you old Bald-pate fmooths his wrinkled 
brow, 

And humbly begs you'll mind the impor- 
tant Now! 

To crown your happinefs, he atks your 
leave, 

And offers blifs to give and to receive. 

For our fincere, though (haply) weak en- 
deavours, 

With grateful pride we own your many 
favours ! 

And howfoe’er our tongues may ill reveal 
it, 

Believe, our glowing bofoms trucly feel it ! 


SONNETS, frorn Camoéns, the celebrated 
Portuguefe Poet. 


SONNET I. 


Ww ILE on my head kind Fortune 
deign’d to pour 

Her lavith boons, and through my willing 
foul 

Made tides of extafy and pleafure roll, 

I fung the raptures of each pafling hour. 

But Love, who heard me praife the golden 
fhower, 

Refoly'd my fond prefumption to controul ; 

And painful daskne& o'er my {pirit thole, 

Left I thould dare to tell his treacherous 

ower, 

O ye, whom his hard yoke compels to bend 

To others’ will, if in my various lay 

Sad plaints ye find, and fears, and cruel 
wrong, 

To fuffering nature and to truth attend ; 

For in the meafure ye have felt his fway, 

Your fympathizing hearts will feel my sung. 


SONNET II. 


On the DeaTu of his MisTrESs, who 
died at the Age of Twenty. 


G O, gentle fpivit ! now fupremely bleft, 
From fcenes of pain and ftruggling 

virtue go : 

From thy immortal feat of heavenly reft 

Behold us lingering in a world of woe ! 

And if beyond the grave, to faints above, 

Fond memory ftill the tranfient paft pour- 
trays, 

Blame not the ardor of my conftant love, 

Which in thefe longing eyes was wont to 
blaze. 

But if from virtue’s fource my forrows rife, 

For the fad lofs I never can repair, 

Be thine to juftify my endlefs fighs, 

And to the throne of Grace prefer thy 
prayer, 

That Heaven, who made thy fpan of life 
fo brief, : 

May fhoiten mine, and give my foul relief. 


SONNET IIL. 
The Viston. 
W HILE preft with woes from which it 


cannot flee, 

My fancy finks, and tlumbher feals my eves, 

Her fpirit haftens in my dieams to rife, 

Who was in life but as a dream to me. 

O’er a drear wafte, fo wide no eve can fe 

How far its fenfe-evading limit hes, ; 

I follow her quick tlep; but ah! fhe flies! 

Our dittunce widening by flern Fate's dee 
cree. 

Fly not from me, kind th-edow ! T exclaim : 

She, with fix'd eyes, that her foft tboughts 
reveal, , 

And feem to fay, ‘ Forbear thy fond de- 
fign !" 

Siill flies :—! call her ; but her ha!f-form'd 
name 

Dies on my falt’ring tongue.—-I wake, and 
feel 

Not e’en one fhort delufion may be mine. 


Th MORNING DREAM. 
By Mr. CowPer. 
> TWAS in the fweet feafon of fpring, 
Afleep at-the dawn of the day, 
I dreamt what I cannot but fing, 
So pleafant it feemed as I lay. 
I dreamt thst, on ocean afloat, 
Far weft from fair Albion I fail'd, 
While the billows high lifted the boat, 
And the freth-blowing breeze never fail'd. 
Tn the tleerage a woman I faw, 
(Such, at leaft, was the form that fhe 
bore, ) 
Whofe beauty imprefs’d me with awe, 
Ne’er taught me by waman before. 


She fat, anda fhicld by her fide 

Shed light, like a fun, on the waves; 
And, finiling divinely, the cried, 

I go to make freemen of flaves ! 


Then :ailing her voice to a ftrain, 
The ‘weeteft that ear ever heard, 

She fung of the flave-broken chain, 
Wherever her glory appear'd. 

Some clouds, which had over us hung, 
Fled, chas’d by her melody clear ; 

And methought, while the liberty fung, 
*Twas liberty cnly to hear. 


Thus fwifily dividing the flood, 
Toa flave-cultur’d ifland we came, 
Where a demon her enemy ttood, 
Oppreflion his terrible name. 


In his hand, as a fign of his fway, 
A fcourge hung with lafhes he bore ; 
And ftood looking out for his prey 
From Africa’s torrowful fhore. 
F 2 But 
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But foon as approaching the land 
Tins Goddefs- like woman he view'd, 
The fcourge he Jet fall from his hand, 
With blood of his fubjeSts embracd. 
I {aw him both ficken and die, 
And, the moment the moniter expir’d, 
Heard thouts, that aicended the fky, 
From thoufands with raptures infpir'd. 
-——Awaking, how could I but mule 
On what fuch a dseam might betide ? 
But fvon my ear caught the glad news, 
Which ferv'd my weak thoughts for a 
guide : 

That Britannia, renown'd o’er the waves, 
From the hated the ever has thewn 
To the b'ack fecprer’d Ruler of Slaves, 

Refolves to have none of her own. 


Lines addrefled to Mr. HUMPHREY, the 
Miniature Painter, on his Porat of 
Miis FaARREN. 


By the Earl of Denny. 
O Thou whofe Pencil all the Graces 


guide, 
Whom Beauty, con{cious of her fadiag 
bloom, 
So oft implores, alas! with harmlefs Pride, 
To inatch the tranfient treafure from 
the Tomb. 


Pleas’d I behold the fair, whofe comic art, 
‘Th’ unwesried eye of talte and judgment 
draws ; 
Who charms with Nature’s elegance the 
heart, 
And claims the loudeft thunder of ap- 
plaule. 
Such, fuch alone fhould prompt thy pencil’s 


toil ; 
Of faving Folly give thy labours o'er ; 
Fools never will be wanting to our iile, 
Perhaps a Farren may appear no more. 


HYMN TO THE CREATOR. 


Ranfcendent power ! fole arbiter of fate ! 
How great thy glory! and thy blifs 
how great ! 
To view from thine exalted throne above, 
(Eternal fource of light, and hfe, and love!) 
Unnumber'd creatures draw their finiling 
birth, 
To blefs the heavens, or beautify the earth; 
While fy ftems roll, obzdient to thy view, 
And worlds rejoice—which Newton never 
knew ! 
Then raife the fong, the general anthem 


rare, 
And fwell the concert of eternal praife ! 


Affift, ye orbs that form! this boundlef 
whole, 

Which in the womb of fpace unnumber'd 
roll ; 

Ye planets, who compofe our leffer fcheme, 

And bend, coacertive, “round tke folar 
frame ; 

Thou eye of nature, whofe exterifive rav 

With endlefs charms adcyns the face of day, 

Confenting raife th’ harmonious joyful 
found, 

And bear his praifes thro’ the vaft profound: 

His praiie, ye winds, that fan the chearful 
air, 

Swift as ye pafs alang your pinions bear ! | 

His praifé let ocean thro” her realms drf- 
play, 

Far as her circling billows can convey! 

His praife, ye mitty vapours, wide diffuley 

In rans defcending, or in milder dews 4 

H's praifes whifper, ye majettic trees, 

As your tops ruftle to the vocal bieeze ! 

His preife siound, ye flowery tribes exhale, 

Far as your fweets embalm the fpicy gale! 

His praite, ye dimpled ftreams, to earth 
revexl, 

As pleas’d ye murmur thro’ the flowery 
vale! 

His prailé, ye feather'd choirs, diftinguifh’d 
fing, 

As to your notes the tuneful forefts ring ! , 

Or ye, fair natives of our earthly fcene, 

Whio range the wilds, or haunt the pafture 
green ! ; ’ 

Nor thou, vain lord of earth, with carelefs 
ear, 

The univerfal hymn of worfhip hear } 

But ardent, in the facred chorus join, 

Thy foul tranfported with the tafk divine ! 

While by his works th” Almighty is con- 
fels'd, ) 

Supremely glorious, and fupremely blefs'd! 


THOUGHTS in HEALTH 
W HEN ficknefs fhall affail my noblett 


part, 
And rufh impetuous on my throbbing 
heart ; 
Whrn pain poflefs'd of every nerve appears, 
And nought but palenefs my fall’n vifage 
wears ; 
When every earthly with fhall fade away, 
And death fhall chill the ttiff*ning corfe to. 
clay ; 
Do thou, ee god ! in that furprizing hour, 
Sultain my foul by thy almighty power ; 
Let faith, let hope, let ecftacy of love, 
Wing me to reach the blifsful fcenes above; 
To join the choir where each thy glory fings, 
And hail triumphant thee, bleft king of 
kings. 


CON. 
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CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE, 

A Congratulatory Addrefs from the So- 

ciety for commemorating the Revo- 

jution in Great Briain, held at the Lon- 
don Tavern, Nov. 4, 1789 (/ée our laff 
volume, page 474), was lately conveyed 
to the duke of Rochefoucauld at Paris, 
with a letter requetting him to prefent it to 
the National Aflembly, and at the fame 
time intimating, that the Society confider- 
ed the National Affembly as a&ting for the 
world as well as for the great kingdom it 
reprefented, and therefore hoped that their 
Addref was net an improper intrufion ; 
or, if it were, that it would be excued 
as an effufion of zeal in the caufe of ge- 
neral liberty and human happinefs which 
no confiderations of impropricty had been 
able to fupprefs. 

The following communications and let- 
ters fhew how highly the Society has been 
gratified by the favourable reception of its 
Addrefs. 

Extraé&t from a Letter of the Duke de 
Rochefoucauid to Dr. Price. Dated 
Paris, December 2, 1789. 
€It belonged to—— Dr. Price to pro- 

pofe a motion tending to pay to liberty 

the fairett homage, that of national pre- 
judices.—The addrefs of congratulauon 
which earl Stanhope has done the duke 
de la Rochefoucauld. the honour to tran{- 
mit to him, has been received by the Na- 
tional Affembly with lively applaufe. 

They have feen in that addrefs the dawn of 

a glorious day, in which two nations, who 

have always eftcemed one another, notwith- 

ftanding their political divifions and the 
diverfity of their governments, fhall con- 
tra& an intimate union, founded on the 
fimilarity of their opinions, and their com- 
mon enthufiafa for liberty. They have 
direSted their Prefident to write to earl 

Stanhope ; but the multiplicity of the bufi- 

nefS of the Prefidency not having yet per- 

mitted the expediting of that letter, the 
duke de !a Rochefoucauld has not delayed 
to do himielf tie honour of writing to 

Dr. Price. Happy in having been chofen 

for fuch an honourable commiffion, he has 

rendered an account of it to the National 

Affembly ; and, in prefenting to them the 

addrefs of a focie y whole objeét is fo 

noble and patriotic, he has acquainted 
them with the ciaiim which it has to their 
efteem, and to ihe efteem of the whole 

French nation, &c. &c. 


Extra& from the Votes of the National 
Aflembly, of Weduefday the 25th No- 
vember, 1789. 

A member having read a Congratulatory 
Addrefs of the Englith Society, called the 
Revolution Society; the Aflembly, deeply 
affected with this extraordinary proof of 
elteein, expr ifd its fatisfa&tion by loud 
applaufe, and refolved that the Prefident 
be direéted to write a letter to lord stan- 
hope, Chairman of the Society, expreffing 
the lively and deep fenfbility with which 
the National Affembly of France reczived 
the Addrefs of the Revolution Society in 
England, which breathes thofe fentiments 
of humanity and univerfal benevolence, 
that ought to unite, in all countries of the 
world, the true friends of liberty and the 
happinefs of mankind. > 

The AxcubisHor of Arx, 
Prefident of the National Affembly. 


Letter from the Archbifhop of Aix, Pre- 
fident of the National Affembly,-to Earl 
Stanhope, Chairman of the Revoiution 
Society. 


Paris, the sth December, 1789. 

It is worthy, my Jord, of a celebrated 
Society, and of a happy and free people, 
to be interefted in the progrefs of public 
liberty and happinefs. 

The French nation has long been im- 
proving in knowledge and arts; and its 
government was direéted by op'nions de- 
rived fiom them, even before the country 
itfelf was yet governed by the laws which 
they. dictated. 

The nation purfued with ardour ufeful 
truths, and day diffufing light over every 
branch of the adminiftration, it appeared 
to be carried, as by an univerfal impulfe, 
to thofe changes which now give it ftrength 
and ttability. 

A king, whom we may call the beft of 
men, and the firt of citizens, encouraged 
by his virtues the hopes of the nation, and 
now, by univerfal concurrence, a durable 
conltitution is eftab!ifhed, founded on the ~ 
unalienable rights of men and citizens. 

It undoubted!y belongs to our age, in 
which reafon and liberty are extending 
themfelves together, to extinguifh for ever 
national haired and rivalfhip. 

We mutt not allow the prejudices which 
difgrace nations to produce wars, thofe er- 
rors of governments. But the two moft 
enlightened p:ople of Europe ought to 

thew, 
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thew, by their example, that the love of 
their country is perfectly compatible with 
every fentiment of humanity. 

The National Affeinbly difcovers in the 
Addrefs of the Revolution Society of 
England, tho! principles of univerfal be- 
nevolence which ought to bind together, 
in all countries of the world, the true 
friends to the happinefs and liberty of 
mankind, 

The National Affembly has given the 
moit undeniable tettimony of its flrong and 
deep fenfe of this truth, by the folemn voie 
which it has due&ed me to communicate 
to you. 

Accept the affurance of thofe fentiments 
with which I have the honour to be, &c. 

The Arcupisnop of Arx, 
Preiident of the National Afiembly. 


Extrasi from the Regifier of the Delibera- 
tions of the Patriouc Society of Dijon. 


At the Mecting held on Monday, Novem- 
ber 30, 1789. 


Mr. L’Abbe Volfius, Pvefident. 
Mx. Navier made the following {peech : 


Gentlemen, 

© The Congratulatory Adire§ fent to the 
National Aflembly of France, by the Re- 
wolution Society of London, has excited 
your admiration, and that of every true 

iend of the public welfare. 

Englifhmen difdatining national preiu- 
dices, and applauding the efforts of their 
vivals to fhake off the yoke of arbitrary 
power, prefent a fpeftacle which philofo- 
phers, attentive to the progreis of the hu- 
man mind, cannot fail to contemplate with 
pleafure. 

Such then is the vi&ory obtained -by 
yeafon and philanthropy over popular pre- 
jpdices and jealoufies, that we have now 
caule to hope, that all nations, forgetting 
partial interefts, will mutually encourage 
each other in the attainment of liberty ; 
and that thus, throughout Europe, man- 
kind will be fhortly reftored to thofe rights 
of which defpotifm has deprived them for 
atime, but which it never could annihi- 
late. 

Why fhould we be afhamed, Gentle- 
men, to acknowledge that the Revolution 
which is now eftablithing itflf in our 
country, is owing to the example given by 
England a century ago? 

It was from that day we became ac- 
quainted with the political conttitution of 
that ifland, and the profperity with which 
® was accompanied ; it was from that day 


our hatred of defpotifm derived its energy. 
In fecuring their own happinefs, Englifh- 
men have prepared the way for that of the 
univerfe. Whilft on all fides tyrants were 
attempting to ext'nguifh the facred flame 
of liberty, our neighbours, with intrepid 
watchfulnefs and care, cherifhed it in their 
bofoms. We have canght fome of thefe 
falutary fparks ; and this fire enflaming 
every mind, is extending itfelf over all 
Europe, for ever tu reduce to afhes thofe 
th ckles with which defpotifin has oppreffed 
mankind. 

Let us render to our neighbours that juft 
tribute of gratitude which the friends of 
mankind ought never to refufe to the moft 
zealous defenders of its rights. 

Let the Revolution Suciety know, that 
Frenchmen have been fenfibly affected by 
the congratulations which it has addrefled 
to the National Affembly ; that thefe vir- 
tuous philanthropifts, feeing the inhabi- 
tanis of the provinces vying with thofe of 
the metropolis in the ardent love of liberty, 
may be in no doubt abcut the attainment 
of their withes.” 


The fubje& having been debated, the 
Patriotic Society confidering—ihat it is 
perfefly confittent with the obiegt of its 
inflitution to manifelt, on every occalion, 
the zeal of its members for accomplifhing 
a revolution en which depends the welfure 
of the nation ;— that the addrefs from the 
Revolution Socicty to the National Af 
fembly is a memorable a&, which def rves 
the gratitude of every Frenchman; and 
that the foreft means to fecure the happi- 
nefs of different natidns is to multp!y 
between them thofe proofs of a ‘fraternal 
union of féntiment which ought recipro- 
cally to animate men equal in rights, and 
happy in the enjoyment of the advantages 
of a free conttiiution : 

It was theiefore unanimoufly agreed, 
that the Revolution Society fhould be en- 
treated to accept the effufions of lively fen~ 
fibility and gratitude with wh'ch this So- 
ciety was animated, at the reading of the 
Addrefs, in which that Society has fo 
worthily manifetted the intereft it takes in 
the efforts of the French nation, to eftablifh 
a conttitution which will enable it ta be a 
partaker with the Englith people in the 
very great bleflings attached to freedom : 
and that it defires nothing more ardently 
than to fee fraternal concord eftablifhed 
between the two nations, without which 
they would both lofe the fruits of that 
precious freedom of which they have 


proved themfelves fo worthy. 


Refolved 
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° 
Retolved alfo, that a copy of the prefent 
refolution fhall be fent by the Prefident to 
the Revolution Society of London. 
VOLFIUs. 


Letter from the Members of the Patriotic 
Union of the Town and Cattleward of 
Lifle, to the Chairman’ and Members 
ot the Revolution Scciety in Londen. 


GENTLEMEN, Lille, 26 Nov. 1789. 


AS nothing is more flattering to the 
Rational Aflembly of Fiance than your 
approbation of its proceedings, fo nothing 
at the fame time is more proper than your 
judgment to fecure the tuccefs of them. 
It mutt be owned, gentlemen, that in poli- 
tics as in philofophy, Bae are the inftruc- 
tors and examples of the whole world. 
It is among you, yes, it is in your fa- 
voured ifle, that liberty, every where at- 
tacked and tramp'ed upon by defpotifm, 
has found a facred afylum ; and if France 
fhould obtain that invaluable bleffing, the 
will perhaps be more indebted for it to 
your nation than to herfelf; for if we 
had not been encouraged by your ex- 
ample, and enlightened by your experi- 
ence, we might yet perhaps have been 
unable to break thofe chains under which 
we were bowed down, and we fhould fill 
have groaned under that od:ous yoke (the 
empire of prejudices and fuperitition) which 
tyrannizes over and cramps the faculties 
of man, enflaves his mind, and degrades 
his nature. 

Your noble condu& towards the French 
nation demands both our refpe&t and gra- 
titude, and at the fame time demontftrates 
to all Europe, that jealouly, unjuft rival- 
fhip, and bafe paffions, are incapable of 
finding accefs to the ‘exalted minds of 
philofophers, friends of liberty. 

Accept the particular thanks of an af- 
fociation of men, admirers of your gene- 
rofity ; and be perfuaded of the fentiments 
of refpeét with which we have the honour 
to be, &c. 

The Members of the Patriotic Union of the 
Town and Cattle Ward of Lille. 


The following anfwers to thefe com- 
munications have been ordered by the Re- 
volution Society : 


Note in anfiver to the Archbithop of 
A1x's Letter. 


The members of the Revolution Society 
in London requelt the archhithop of Aix’s 
acceptance of their beft thanks for the 
letter which be has direéted to Earl Stan- 


" bly of France. 
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hope their Chairman, and for conveying 
to them the Vote of the National Affem- 
They could fcarcely have 
received a higher fatisfation then has been 
given them by the archbifhop’s letter, and 
the condefcending notice with which the 
National Affembly has been pleafed to 
honour their Congratulatory Addrefs. They 
feel porticular'y the juftice which this an- 
guit aflembly has done them, by imputirg 
their addrefs to the influence of thofe prin- 
c:ples of univerfal benevolence which ouglit 
in all countries to bind together the friends 
of human liberty and happinefs. Their 
hearts are warmed with theie principles ; 
and they defire nothing fo earneftly as that 
the time may foon come when they /ball 
So poffe/s every human beart as to put an 
end to all jealoufies between nations, ex- 
terminate opprefion and flavery, and caufe 
wars, thoe dreadful errors of govern- 
ments, to ceafe in all the earth, Thev 
exult in the profpect of fuch a time, which 
feems to be opening, and with which the 
proceedings of the National Affembly of 
France promife to blefs mankind. 

The Revolution Society cannot avoid 
aking th's occafion to add, that among the 
important benefits of the Revolution in 
France, they reckon its tendency to afford 
a falutary inftruétion to kings. They 
learn with pleafure that the people of 
France are happy in a king who has ene 
couraged them by his virtues in recover- 
ing their rights, and been on this account 
julily crowned with the title of the Re- 
tlorer of French Liberty. This elevates 
him to the highelt pinnacle of glory, 
The defpots of the world mutt now fee 
ther folly. This example muit thew 
them that they can never be fo great or 
happy, or truly powerful, as by renounc- 
ing deipotic power, and being placed (like 
the kings of France and England) at the 
head of an enlightened people and free 
conititutions of government ? 

Signed by Earl Stanhope, in the name 
of the Society. 


Letter in anfwer to the Letter from the 
Patriotic Society at Dijon. 


To Mr. Abbé VoLrius, the Prefident. 


STR, 

THE Revolution Society in London 
have received with the higheft pleafure the 
refolution of thanks which you have tranfe 
mitted to them from the Patriotic Club at 
Dijon. They aredelighted with the {peech 
of Mr. Navier; and they concur heartily 
in the withes exprefled by him, and the 

other 
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other members of the Patriotic Club, of a 
Fraternal Unien between this country and 
theirs. Among the benefits of the revo- 
Tution in France they reckon its tendency 
to produce fuch an union, foumied on a 
common participation in the bleflings of 
liberty, and an extenfion of thof pr nci- 
ples of juftice and reverence for human 
rights which are now giiding the pio- 
ceedings of the National Affimbly of 
France, and making them a giorious ex- 
arbple to the world. 

such without doubt will be the iffve of 
this revolution, fhould that ardor of uni- 
verfzl benevolence which the members of 
the Revolution Society in London feel in 
their own hearts, pollefs the hearts of all 
their countrymen. 

May Heaven blefs the world with an 
union fo defirable, and fuffer no partial 
interefls or po, ular violences to prevent 
the citzens of France from enjoying all 
the bleffings that can be derived from a 
wile, and equitable, and free conititution 
of government ! 

Under a grateful nf of the attention 
with which the Society of which you are 
Prefident bas honoured the Revolution 
Society, and with the greateft re{peét, I 
am, Sir, &c. 

Signed by Earl Stanhope, Chairman, 
in the name of the Society. 


Letter in anfwer to the Letter from the 
Members of the Patriotic Union of the 
Town of Lifle. 


To the Members of the Patriotic Union 
of the Town of Lifle. 


GENTLEMEN, 

ACCEPT our gratitude for the very 
obliging lettur with which you have ho- 
noured us. Our Congratulatory Addrefg 
to the National Aflembly of Fiance was 
derived frem the warmeft zeal in the gene- 
ral caufe of !iberty and human happinels ; 
and we have been highly gratified by the 
favourable manner in which it has been 
received. Confidering ourfelves more as 
citizens of the world than as members of 
any particular community, ‘e carnot but 
rejoice in every event by which this facred 
caule gaits a tiiumph over arbitrary power 
and oppreffion. The late revolution in 
your country is an event of this kind won- 
derful and unparalleled. It was not pof- 
fib'e we fhould hear of it without the 
livelieht feelings of delight and exuitation ; 
nor could we, without doing violence to 
ourfelves, avoid exprefling ‘hele feelings, 
and afpiving tothe honour of being known 
to the people of France, and acquainting 


them with our admiration of them as an 
enlightened people, who with a fpirit and 
unanimity never before known in fo vatt 4 
kingdom, and that feemed like an infpi- 
ration from heaven, had fhaken off the 
odious yoke of detpotifm, afferted and 
recoveird the rights of men,+ and made 
themieives joint partakers with us in the 
invaluable bleflings of civil and religious 
liberty. 

We cannot help adding on this occa- 
fion, that we admire the liberality of the 
members of the Patriotic Union of Lifle in 
afcribing the deliverance of France to the 
example of England; and that it is w.th 
pleafure we refi-& that an acknowledge- 
ment fo candid and generous 1s not alto- 
gether without foundation. Britain has 
undoubtedly ever fince the cera of its own 
Revolution been a moft dittinguifhed and 
favoured kingdom, and held out to .the 
world zn example of national dignity and 
happinets derived from the potieflion of 
liberty, which has inftru&ted other kings 
coms. But our regard to truth requires 
us, at the fame ume that we thus boatt, to 
acknowledge that now the time feems to 
be arrived when we fhall lofe this honour- 
able diftin&tion. France is takng the 


ead 3 and Britain will be left behind, if 


ot provokcd by the example of France to 
correct abuies that are every day growing 
more palpable; and, in particular, to 
fubftitute for its prefent partial and im- 
perfect reprefntation fuch an equal and 
pure reprefentation as our brethren in 
France are likely to enjoy. 

With fentiments of the warmeft cfeem, 
we are, 

The Members of the 
Revolution Society in London. 
NETHERLANDS. 

Brvffels, Jan. 8. Yelterday was held 
the firtt aflembly of the fates general, com- 
poted of the deputies from ihe provinces 
of Flanders, Hainault, Namur, Malines, 
Guelderland, and Limbourg. It was 
preceded by a folemn mats, which was 
celebrated in the church of St. Gudule. 
During mafs M. Van Eupen, the fecretary 
of ftate, pronounced a difcourfe analogous 
to the circumitances. 

Bruflels, Jan. 9. We have received a 
meda! which the flates of Flanders have 
ftruck in commemoration of the happy re- 
volution: it 1s ornamented on both fides 
with a garland of laurel, and on one fide 
is the following infcription : ** Jugo Au- 
ftricaro excuffo rebgione & patria libertate 
vindicata, foli Deo honor, 1789 ;"* on the 


other fide, “ Ex decreto Comitiorum 


Flandriz, 1790.” 
HISTO~ 
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HIS TORICAL 


JANUARY 1. 
HE ‘annual New- year’s ode was this day 
difcontinued, by order of his majefty. 

The roool. ufually given by his ma- 
jetty to the poor of the city, inas heen paid 
according to cuftom within thefe few days. 

JANUARY 2. 

In confequence of the recent applications 
of the clerks of the Poft-ofice, for an in- 
creafe of falary, Mr. Pitt very generoufly 
fent 2000]. on Wednefilay laft to be di- 
vided among that uf-ful body. 

Of the prefent year 1790, which now 
commences, it is remarkable, that there 
are no fewer than fix eclipfes ; one of which 
is a total eclipfe of the moon, which will 
happen in the month of April next. 

JANUARY 3. 

A duel has been fought between two 
fchool-boys at Worcetter, in confequence 
of a difpute relative to the meaning of a 
Latin word: they had each of them a nar- 
row efcape, as, on the firft fire, the ball 
paffed through the hat of one of them, and 
the return ball through the flap of the 
other's coat. Scme farmers, alarmed by 
the firing, went to the fpot, and put an 
end to the affair, as the feconds were re- 
loading the piftols. 

JANUARY 4. 

The prifoners convicted at the laft Ad- 
miralty feffion were executed at Execution- 
dock, Wapping, purfuant to their fen- 
tences, viz. John Clarke and Edward Hob- 
bins, alias Ned Hobbins, for ftealing on 
board the brig Arno, about fifteen leagues 
from Deadman’s point, off the Land’s End, 
Cornwall, a boat, feveral fails, a wooden 
compafs, &c. the property of Meff. Hurry, 
and Co, John Williams and Hugh Wil- 
fon, for making a revolt on board the 
Gregion, of Liverpool, at Dick’s Cove, a- 
bout a league and a half from the coaft of 
Africa; and Thomas Brett, for ftealing 
on board a Dutch hoy, in DungenefS roads, 
three cafks of Geneva, fixteen hides, and 
other merchandize, the property of perfons 
unknown. ak ; 

The bulk of the French National debt, 
by the laft report, is ¢220,000,000’of livres, 
befides the prefent loan of twenty millions, 
How long mutt it be before government 
can find ways and means to liquidate this 
ummenfe fum——«about 250 millions fterling? 

_On the sf of November there was a 
kind of deluge at Conftantinople + it biad 
rained for nine days inceflantly, and the 
itreets were io full of water, that few fhops 
could poflib!y open, 


CHRONICLE, 


The Melville Caftle Eaft Indiaman, on 
er paflage, went fo far to the fouthward 
of the Cape as latitude 42, where the fell 
in with an ifland of ice, not lefs than two 
miles in circumference, 400 feet in height 
above the furface of the fea. Ice-floats one 
third above and two thirds helow the wae 
ter ; this amazing mafs may be fuppofed 
to be near twelve hundred feet in thicknefs. 
The jolly boat was fent off to reconnoitre, 
but was prevented from approaching within 
feveral yards, by the quantity of broken 
pieces of ice, and the torrents of water de« 
fcending from its furface. 

The following melancholy accident hape 
pened lately at Dartmouth :— A party 
of fix perfons went to fea in a boat, to 
take the diverfion of fhooting, when meet 
ing with plenty of fport, one of the com- 
pany, who was in the middle of the boat, 
levelled his mufquet; another (a man about 
twenty. fix years old) who was in the bow, 
and fitting down, at the inftant the other 
fired, rofe up, and received the contents in 
his head, which caufed in{tantaneous deaths 
He was a man of good charaéter, and has 
left a wite and two children. The dif- 
trefled fituation of the reft of the party for 
five hours at fea, particulsrly the perfon 
who was the caufe of his death, may be 
more eafily. conceived than expreffed ; it 
having been always obferved, that the de- 
ceafed and he lived on the mott friendly 
terms. Thecoroner’s inqueft have brought 
in their verdi&t, * Accidental death.” 

January <5. 

The earl of Weftmoreland, lord lieutes 
nant of Ireland, landed at Dublin, and 
took upon him the government of that 
kingdom with the ufual ceremonies and 
fiate. 

JANUARY 12. 

Harvey C. ( ombe, efy. elected alder 
man of Aldgate ward, in the room of the 
late John Burnell, efq. 

St. James's, January 13. This day 
their majetties, with their royal hignnefks 
the princeffes, removed from Wind{or to 
the queen's palace, to refide during the 
winter. 

TANUARY 16. 

At four o'clock yeiterday morning prince 
Edward, their majeities’ fourth fon, ar- 
rived at Nero:’s Hotcl, in King- ftreet, St. 
James’s fquare. His royal highnefs left 
Geneva yellerday f’anight, and arrived at 
Dover on Wednefday morning at ten 
o'clock, after a tedious and perilous paflage 
of fixteen hours trom Calais. 


St. 
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St. James’s, Jan.19. Yefterday being 
appointed for the celebration of the anni- 
verlary of the Queen's birth-day, there was 
4 very numerous and {plendid appearance 
of the nobility, foreign minifters, and other 
perfons of diftin&tion, to compliment their 
fnajeities on the occafion. The guns in 
tie Park and at the Tower were fired at 
one o'clock. There was a ball at court 
in the evening; and ifluminations and 
other public demonftrations of joy in Lon- 
don and Weftmintter. 

- JANUARY 16. 

The line of the intended canal from 
Hereford to Gloucefter will pais through 
avery rich and fertile country, particu- 
Jarly the heart of the hop and cyder 
countries. Its extent is 35 miles, and 
the collateral brarich to Newent three miles 5 
the ettimate for completing the whole ‘a- 
mounts to 72,3c0l. When the prefent 
high price of coals at He.eford, Ledbury, 
and their neighbou:hood, and the expen- 
five carriage cf timber, grain, hops, cy:‘er, 
bark, and the other valuable produétions 
of the county of Hereford, to their reipec- 
tive markets, are confidered, the profpect 
of a fcheme of fuch gr-at public utility 
being carried into execution, mutt be very 
pleafing. 

JANUARY 14. 

The whole fiaternent of the Britifh nave, 
confifting of flips in commiflion, in ordi- 
nary, under repair, and building in the 
feveral dock-yards, as made up to the 31ft 
of December 1789, and laid before the 
admiralty board, is as follows: Of the 
line, 1563 of 50 guns, 20; frigates, 
from 44 to 24 guns, 135; flcops and 
cutters, 109. In ali, 420 veflels of dif- 
ferent rates. 

JANUARY 17. 

The Newcaittle fub{cription for the relief 
of the widows and orphans of {failors loft 
in the late ftorms, has netted upwards of 
zocol. The duke of Portland and lord 
Warwick have each given g0 guineas. 

The philanthropic Mr. Howard was on 
the 17th of November in peifeét health at 
Cherion, in Little Tartary, ‘in his way to 
Turkey, vifiting the Ruffian military and 
naval hofpitals in that neighbourhood, af- 
ter having in!pe€ted thof- of Riga,:Cron- 
fladt, &c. which he found in the moi 
dreadful ftate of negh&, through which 
at Jeait 76,000 soldiers and failors are faid 
to have perifhed in the faft year only. 

JANUARY 2a. 

This day, the feffions ended at the Old 
Baily. The next f' fions will commence, 
at the fame piace, on Wedaefday the 24th 
of February. 
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A common hall was held at Guildhall, 
for the purpof of taking iftto cohfideration 
the progrefs of the Excife-laws, and how 
far a further extenfion of them will affect 
the trade ahd commetce of this city. Se- 
veral refolutions pafféd enanimouily, and 
the reprefentatives were inftruéted to en- 
deavour, by all legal means in their 
power, to carry them into effe&t. ‘Tharks 
were voted to the lord-mayor and city 
members, and the hall broke up. 

JANUARY 21. 

His majefty opened the feffion of parlia- 
ment with the following moft gracious 
{peech : 

* My lords and gentlemen, 

* Since I lait met you in parliament, the 
continuance of the war on the Continent, 
and the internal fituation of diff-rent parts 
of Europe, have been produétive of events 
which have engaged my moft ferious at- 
tention. 

© While T fee with a juft concern the in- 
terruption of the tranquillity of other coun- 
tries, I have had at the fame time great fa- 
tisfaction in being able to acquaint you, 
that I receive continued affurances of the 
good difpofi:ion of all foreign powers to- 
ward thefe kingdoms ; and I am perfuaded 
that you will entertain with me a deep and 
grateful fenfe of the favour of Providence 
in continuing to my fubjeéts the inereafing 
advantages of peace, and the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of thof invaluable bleflings 
which they have fo long derived from our 
excellent conititution. 

¢ Gentlemen of the houfe of commons, 

* TI have given dire€tions that the efti- 
mates for the prefent year fhould be laid 
before you; and I rely on your readinefs 
to grant fuch fupplies as the circumftances 
of the feveral branches of the public fervice 
may be found to require. 

* My lords and gentlemen, 

* The regulations prefcribed by the aét 
of the lat feffion of parliament relative to 
the corn trade, not having been duly car- 
ried into effect in feveral parts of the king- 
dom, there appeared reafon to apprehend 
that fuch an exportation of corn might take 
place, and fuch difficulties occur in the 
portation of foreign corn, as would have 
been productive of the moft ferious incon- 
venience to my fubje&ts. Under thefe cir- 
curnttances it appeared indifpenfably necef- 
fary to take immediate meafures i pre- 


venting the exportation and facilitating the 
importation of certain forts of corn; and 
I therefore, by the advice of my privy 
council, iffued an order for that purpofe, 
a copy ef which I have directed to be laid 
before you. 

2 * I have 





® 
¢T have only further to defire, that you 
will continue to apply yourlelyes to thof 
objects which may require your attention, 
with the fame zeal for the public fervice 
which has hitherto appeared in all your 


proceedings, and of which the effects have 

been fo happily manifefted in the increafe of 

the public revenue, the extenfion of the 

commerce and manufactures of the coun- 

try, and the general profperity of my peo- 
| , 


ee 

After his majefty had retired, lord Fal- 
mouth moved the addrefs, which was 
feconded by lord Cathcart, and unani- 
moully carried, as was alfo the addrefs in 
the houfe of commons, which was moved 
hy lord Valletort, and feconded by Mr. 
pd clea ys Kenyon officiated in 
the houfe of peers, as {peaker, in the room 
of the lord chancellor, who was indif- 
poked. 

JANUARY 22. 

Yetterday as his majefty was paffing near 
the Horfe-guards, in his way to the houfe 
of lords, a perfon of genteel appearance 
threw a large ftone with great violence into 
the carriage, but fortunately miffed the 
royal perfon. He was scoot appre- 
hended, aod underwent a long examina- 
tion, in which it appeared that he is an 
officer on half-pay, of the name of Frith, 
who has been long fuppofed to be infane. 
He proves to be the fame perfon who wrote 
a libel againft his majeity, and ftuck it on 
the whalebone in the Court-yard, St. 
James's, about a fortnight fince, and 
figned his name John Frith, lieutenant of 
the 2d battalion cf royals. 

Mr, Milner, and Mr. Crofs, two of 
the fearchers in cuiloms, feized a fhip, to 
gether with upwards of 300 quarters of 
wheat flow, which had been illegally fhip- 
pedon her, in falfe packages, under the 
denomination of oats and beans. 

JANUARY 23. 

On Monday fe’ennight in the evening, 
the Billoon Coach, on its way from Bu- 
mingham to Coventry, arrived fafe, and 
ftopped at the Bear Inn, in that city, with- 
outeither coachman, guard, or any perfor 
to drive it, having left them at the Bull's 
Head at Meriden, about five miles from 
Coventry, where they got off for refrefh- 
ment. The coachman purfued them, but 
was knocked down by the firft horfe, and 
the coach went over his body, but without 
doing bin much injury. The paffengers, 
two in number, got out as foon as they 
perceived their fituation, but could not ttop 
the horfés. 

¥etterday Mr. Richard Welt, of Old 


FOR JANUARY, 1790. 


1 


Windfor, aged 52, ftarted from the Prince 
of Wales's Head, at that place, to Hyde 
Park Corner, and back, which he per- 
formed in fix hours and forty minutes. It 
is fuppofed to be the greatelt performance 
ever done by a man of his years. He 
ftarted at feven o'clock in the morning, 
and returned at ten minutes before twa. 
The allowed time for his performing it wap 
feyen hours and a quarter. 

Bi:mingham, Jan. 21. Tha ay fe’en- 
night the following awful circumitance oc- 
curred on the new road leading from Tipe 
ton to Dudley. The ground having been 
undermined by getting coals underneath it, 
a large quantity of the earth fell into the 
pit, and exhibited a dreadful appearance, 
being upwards of 60 yards deep, and 80 
yards in circumference. A number of 
colliers, who were at work in two pits 
which are very near the fpot where the ac- 
cident happened, being alarmed at the tre- 
mendous noife, were drawn up as quick as 
poflible, no lefs than fix men at a time be- 
ing drawn to the top of the pit, partly g-t- 
ting into the fkip, and partly clinging to 
the rope. Although waggons and carts 
Jaden with coals were fr-quently paffing 
over the fpot where the earth fell in, it 
happened luckily none were near at the 
time of falling ; for, had that been the 
cafe, the whole team would have been 
unavoidably fwallowed up. And it is 
thought, that no lefs than 2000 waggon 
loads of foil will be requifite to be thrown 
therein, befure the vacancy can be filled 
up. Wagyons have been conftantly em- 
ployed ever {ince for that purpofe, 

January 26. 

On Saturday licutenant Frith was again 
brought up by the meflenger to Mr. Gren- 
ville’s office, where he underwent another 
examination ; when it appeared that his 
name is John Frith, a half-psy heatenant 
in the fecond battalion of ro;als; and that 
he was the fame perfon who ftuck 4 lidel- 
lous paper on the whalebone in the court- 
yard at St. James’s three wecks ago: this 
paper he calls a manifelto ; and the jumble 
of incoherencies it contains, fully evinces 
the deranged ftate of the writer’s mind. 

Samuel] Spurway gave the clearett evi- 
dence of the matter; he faw the prifoner, 
when his majeity’s carriage was paffing 
him, t!row a ftone with all the force he 
was matter of, again’t it; the ftone hit the 
coach about two inches below the glats, 
but his majefty was fo engaged in conver- 
{ition as not to obterve it. The fone 
Spurway picked up, and ‘ound it large 
and heavy. On queftioning the pnioner 

Ga. as 
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as to his motives for fo hor:id an attempt, 
he replied, ‘ He was very forry the ftone 
had not hit the king!’ He ordered Jordan 
a conftable, to feize him, who allo faw 
him throw the flone. 

When this unfortunate man was firft 
taken into cuffody, he was fearched; in 
his pockets twopence was all the cafh to 
be found. A bag, containing a quantity 
of papers, was taken from him; in his 
bag was found a copy of the paper which 
he had ftuck up at James's and the Royal 
Exchange, where he publicly read it, and, 
in the mott wild and extravagant manner, 
exhorted the perfons who heard him, to 
elpoufe his caufe, and not fee the confti- 
tution of their country fubverted. In this 
paper he talks of having been fent on fhore 
on the fands of Bahama, where he was 
tormented hy {pirits, and goes on in the 
fame frantic ftile, with abule of the king, 
the privy-council, and the adminiftration 
of the country. He acknowledged his 
having written and ituck up the paper, 
and his throwing the ftone at his majeity, 
which he faid he did in order to be noticed, 
for that his chara@ter had been defamed, 
which he wanted to be cleared up, and 
for that purpofe to gain a public exami- 
nation. He was formerly an enfign in 
the 37th regiment of foot, He is a man 
of genteel, but frantic appearance. In 
the centie of his cockade he had placed a 
bunch of orange coloured ribband. 

Yefterday he was again brought before a 
cabinet council at the Duke of Leed’s of- 
fice, Whitchall, which was attended by 
the lord prefident, lord privy feal, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, duke of Rich- 
mond, two {ecretaries of ftate, earl of 
Chatham, lords Hawkefbury and Kenyon, 
matter of the rolls, attorney and folicitor 
general, and fir Sampfon Wright. The 
council fat fix hours. The principal wit- 
nefs examined was a woman, areiation of 
Frith’s, who fpoke tirongly to the appear- 
ance of the prifoner's deranged ftate of 
mind, preyious to his committing this 
rath a&t: the conftables were likewile re- 
examined who faw h'm commit the offence, 
as well as fevera! perions who had been 
formerly acquaintd with him. At the 
clole of the c amin ton, the council thought 
proper to itnd for Mr. Akerman, keeper 
et Newgate, to wheie cuftody Frith was 
committed, and he wil be tried at the next 
feffions of the Old Batley for high treafon 
agan't the £ vereign, 

Derby, Jan. 20. 


Late on Thurfday 
evening lait, the houfe of the rev. Dr. 
Wiimor, cf Barten, near Shipfton upon 
Stour, was entered by cight villains dif- 
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guifed in fmock frocks, and their faces 
blacked ; who, after fecuring the family, 
plundered the houfe of cafh, and almott e- 
very article of value which they were able 
to carry off, amounting in the whole to a 
confiderable fum. 

JANUARY 27. 

On Saturday evening laft, as Mr. W. 
Bywater, of Tadcafter in Yorkthire, was 
rubbing a quantity of fpirit of turpentine 
on fome warbles which were on the back 
of a cow in his ftable, the wet hairs touched 
the candle, and fhe was inftantly in a 
flame, which was quickly communicated to 
Mr. Bywater’s fhirt-fleeves (he having 
pulled off his coat for the conveniency of 
rubbing her): thus horribly blazing, they 
both rufhed out of the ftable. He ran 
immediately to a pond, about 50 yards 
from the houfe, and, by throwing himéfelf 
into it, extinguifhed the fire. He was, 
notwithitanding, terribly burnt; but we 
are happy to hear he is now recovering. 
A young woman, having a pail of water 
in her hand at the time the cow was run- 
ning to the hay-ftacks, threw the water on 
her back, and extinguifhed the flame. 

JANUARY 28, 
ExTRAORDINARY Piracy. 

The public converfation has been for 
fome time engrofled by the following une 
common cafe of piracy. The examina- 
tions have been hitherto carried on in pri- 
vate, but the following may be depended 
on as the outlines of the ftory: —A veffel 
was fome time ago built in the river, and 
when completed, was taken to pieces, and 
fent in frames to a neutral port, where fhe 
was put together and armed. To put 
this veffel together, and to navigate her, 
hands were engaged in England, and 
fent to Ruffia, and, much to their difgrace, 
by Englifh merchants. For this purpofe, 
among others, one Williams was hired, 
and a man of the name of Armitrong, 
who has been in cuftody fome time. The 
fhip was called the Count Varnoff, and 
the command of her was given, by the 
emprefs of Ruffia, to Williams ; and Arm- 
{trong was employed as carpenter. They 
failed, of coufe, under Ruffian colours ; 
and, in the Dutch fea, fell in with the 
Ifabella, an Englith veflel, bourd for 
Elfineur; fhe having feveral ‘Turkifh 
merchants on board, and Turkifh pro- 
perty to a large amount, they made a 
prize of her, and carried her into Oitend, 
where fhe was fo!d. 

For this offence was Williams appre- 
hen'ed ; he acknowledged his having cap- 
tured the Habella, and faid, he was hired 
by Englith merchants to go to Denmark— 

but 
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but that until he came there, and received 
a commiffion from the emprefs of Ruffia, 
he did not know for what he was en- 
gaged. He was committed to Tothill- 
fields Bridewell. 

The appearance of the man, and the 
open manner in which it appears he told 
his tale, plead much in his favour. He 
had been in England only three days, and 
previous to his leaving Ruffia, was of- 
fered the command of a 60 gun hhip, 
but refufed it. He fays, that he never 
could get his wages, and that the officers 
employed by the emprefs are moftly in the 
fame fituation. Thefe circumftances will, 
we hope, deter any others of our country- 
men from entering into that fervice. 


EAST INDIES. 

Ear Cornwa tts has totally abo- 
lithed the flave trade in Bengal, and has 
iffued a proclamation, declaring, ‘ That 
all perfons who may hereafter be found, 
either dire€tly or indire&tly, concerned 
therein, fhall be profecuted jn the Supreme 
court ; and if a Britith fubje&, fhall, on 
conviction, be fent to Europe ; and in or- 
der that no perfon may plead ignorance, 
the following proclamation fhall be pub- 
lihed every-where in his jurif{diction on the 
xft of January in every year. 

‘ A reward of 100 ficca rupees is offered 
for difcovering any offender againft the 
proclamation, and 50 rupees more for 
every perfon, of either fex, who is deli- 
vered trom flavery or illegal confinement 
in confequence of fuch difcovery.” 

It is publifhed in the different languages 
of the country, and has been fent to all 
the merchants, traders, and public offices, 
for their notices. 


IRELAND. 
DuBLIN, JANUARY 21. 

THIS day, the ear! of Weftmoreland, 
our lord lieutenant, opened the féffions of 
parliament with the following fpeech from 
the throne : 

‘ My lords and gentlemen, 

‘ Theking having been gracioufly pleafed 
to place me in the government of th:s king- 
dom, J have his majefty’s command to 
meet you in parliament, and it affords me 
peculiar fatisfaétion that I enter upon the 
difcharge of this moft important truft at a 
period when this country, in common with 
the reft of his majefty’s deminions, is in 
the fecure enjoyment of the bleffings of 
peace, and of the ineltimable advantages 
ailing from our free con{titution. 

* This happy fituation will undoubtedly 
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encourage you to perfevere in the mainte- 
nance of good government, and to adhere 
to that wife fyftem of policy which has 
eftablithed the credit, the induftry, and the 
profperity of your country upon a firm and 
fteady foundation. 
¢ Gentlemen of the houfe of commons, 
© T have ordered the national accounts to 
be laid before you, and I truft you will 
make fuch provifions as fhall be neceffary 
for the exigencies of the ftate, and the ho- 
nourable {upport of his majelty’s govern- 
ment. 
« My lords and gentlemen, ‘ 

‘ Your zeal for the interefts of this coun- 
try will naturally dire&t your attention to 
whatever can increafe the wealth and ex- 
tend the induftry of Ireland; her agri- 
culture and linen manufaéture will claim 
your efpecial care; and the inftitutions of 
the charter and other proteftant {chools 
will, I am perfuaded, receive from you 
that confideration which the interefts of 
religion and the good education of youth 
peculiarly demand. I earneftly recom- 
mend to your attention the improving and 
continuing fuch laws as experience has 
fhewn to be of national benefit; ard I 
have the king’s command to affure you, 
that fuch meafures as may contribute to 
that end will meet with his majefty’s moft 
gracious concurrence. 

‘ Imprefied with a deep fenfe of the dif- 
tinguifhed honour which his maiefty has 
conferred upon me by my appointment to 
this arduous fituation, J thall endeavour, 
with the utmoft zeal and atiention, to pro- 
mote the happinefs and welfare of Iveland, 
fully fenfible that I cannot otherwife hope 
either to render my fervices acceptable to 
my fovereign, or infure your favourable 
opinion and confidence.’ : 

The addrefs was moved by the right 
hon. lord vifcount Powerfcourt; in the 
commons by the right hon. Mr. Longfield, 


BIRTHS. 
L4APY of lord Compton, a fon and 
heir. 
Lady of fir Watts Horton, bart. a 


fon. 
MARRIAGES. 
CApiain Sutherland of the navy, to mifs 
Louifa Colebiooke, daughter of fir 
George Colebrocke, bart. 
The duke of Dorfet, to mifs Core, 
daughter of lady Hawkefbury. 
Hon. and Rev. Charles Lindfay, to mifS 
Fydell of Bofton in Lincolnfhire. 
Hon. Henry Fitzroy to lady A. Weftley, 
daughter of the earl of Mornington. 
Hon. 
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Hon. Mr. Digby to mifs Guning, 
daughter of fir Robert Guning, bart. and 
maid of honour to her majefty. 

Thomas Langford Brooke, efq. of Mere 
in Chefhire, to mifs Broughton, daughter 
of the rev. fir Thomas Broughton, bart. 

Robert Gregory, > nephew of Mark 
Gregory, efq. M. P. for Newton, to mils 
Brograve, of Worfted, Norfolk. 

Rev. J. Jones, D. D. rector of Ship- 
ftone wpon Stour, to vifcountefs dowger 
Afhbrook. 


DEATHS. 
M4Jo8 general M‘Nab, col. of the 
4ift regiment of foot. 

Mifs Maria Ainfley, daughter of Jo- 
feph Ainfley, efq. of London. 

Anthony earl of Meath. 

Mrs. Browne, wife of Henry Browne, 
efq. and aunt to the marchionefs of Buck- 
ingham. 

fis. Burr, of Bath, grand niece of fir 
Tfaac Newton. 

John Burnell, efq. alderman of Ald- 
gate Ward, lord mayor in 1788. 

Philip Bu:Jton, efq. of Wickham Mills, 
Effex. 

Sir William Nairne, bart. 

At Lyons, fir William Meredith, bart. 
formerly M. P. for Liverpcole. 

Hon. Charles Frederick Ramfay, uncle 
to the late earl of Dalhoufie. 

Thomas Ewer, efq. M. P. for Dor- 
chefter. 

Jolin Lefevre, efq. of Old Ford. 

Hon. Mis. Jean Anttruther, fifter to 
Jord Newark. 

Mrs. Brett, lady of Charles Brett, efq, 
M. P. for Sandwich. 


PROMOTIONS. 
OHN earl of Chatham, Richard Hop- 
kins, efq. Charles George lord Arden, 

Samuel! lord Hood, Robert vifcount Bel- 
grave, the hon. John James Townfherd, 
and Alan Gardner, efg.—to be lords of 
the admiralty. 

Hon. mifs Julia Digby,—Maid of bo- 
nour to her majefty. 

William Bellingham, efq —A commif- 
fioner of the navy. 

Francis Stephens, efq.—Commiffioner 
of the viétualling office. 


BANKRUPTS. Fromthe GazeTTs. 
January 2. 
MATTHEW, otherwife Metherfolah, 

otherwife Mathewfalah. Jones and 
William Hickes, of Worthing, in Suffex, 
meichants and partners. 
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Samuel Davies, of Long-lane, Weft 
Smithfield, baker. 

John Halton, of Leigh, in Lancafhire, 
fultian-manufacturer. 

Jeffery Wallet, of Wifbech, Cambridge- 
fhire, draper. 

Catherine Weldon, and Weldon Gau- 
dern, of Duddington, in Northamptonhhire, 
linen-manufaéturers and partners (carrying 
on trade under the firm of C. Weldon, 
Gaudern, and Weldon). 

Thomas Smith the younger, of Ullen. 
hall, in Warwickthire, fhoemaker. 

ANUARY 5S. 

John Pool, of Nailftone, in Leicefter- 
fh re, butcher. 

JANUARY 9. 

John Backhoufe and Edmund Clarke, 
of Manchefter, check-manufacturers and 
copartners. 

_ Ifaac Potter the elder, of Franckley-hill, 
in Woicefterfhire, dealer. 

James Duxbury, of York, victualler. 

Normand M‘Leod, of Jamaica-row, 
Surry, matter mariner. 

JANUARY 12, 

Hugh Love, of Watling-ftreet, ware- 
houfeman. 

William Good, and Peter Good, of 
Bocking, in Effex, beer brewers and part- 
ners. 

William Freeman, of South Cave, in 
Yorkfhire, grocer. 

John Coates, otherwife Keep, of Weft 
Challow, in Berks, dealer. 

JANUARY 16, 
, Edward Holmes, of Fotter-lane, jewel- 
er. 
John Stivelter Dawfon, of Kenfington 
Gravel-pits, 

Francis Dale, of Windfor, in Berks, 
linen-draper. 

Henry Fyfon, of Stow-market, in Suf- 
folk, grocer. 

Peter Langdale, of Caftle-fheet, Fal- 
con-{quare, coal-merchant. 

William Pybus, of Bartholomew-lane, 
near the Royal- Exchange, watch and clock- 
maker. 

JANUARY 19. 

James Robertfon, and James Hutchi- 
fon, of Fleet-ftreet, oilmen, and partners, 

Samuel Wade, of Camberwell, in Sur- 
ry, coachmaiter. 

William Egerton, of Little Trinity- 
lane, infurance-broker. 

James Fearne, of Cavendifh-fquare, 
victualler. 

JANUARY 23. 

James Calvert, of Old itrect, vinegar- 
gmerchant. 

Jobs 
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John Bentley, of Caftle-ftreet, toymaker. 

Samuel Tilt, of Cheapfide, upholder. 

William Moorman, of Tregony, in 
Cornwall, fhopkeeper. 

James Roper, of Walfall, in Stafford. 
fhive, buckle-chape-maker. 

John Holt, of Tichfield, in Hants, iron- 
monger. 

George Eales, of Dartmouth, in Devon- 
fhire, merchant. 

John Walker, of Piccadilly, fadler. 

JANUARY 26. 

William Medley, of Thames-ftreet, 
timber-merchant. 

Thomas Howell, of Colvill-court, Rath- 
bone-place, Oxford-ftreet, plumber. 

Thomas Rayner, of Staining - lane, 
Wood-ftreet, linen-draper. 

Jonas Willfon Glenton, of Livexpool, 
merchant. 

John Phillips, of Birmingham, buckle- 
maker. 

William Hadley, of Birmingham, dealer. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


IcKNELL’s Painting Perfonified, 2 vol. 
12mMo. 78. 

Hiftoric Tales, ramo. 3s. 

Rudiments of Tafte, 12mo. 2s. 6d. 

Natural Hiftory of Eait Tartary, 8vo. 
3s. 6d. fewed. 

Bicknell’s Syftem of Englith Grammar, 
r2mo. 5s. 

Commercial Tables, for France and 
England, 12mo. 5s. 

Man of Enterprife, a Farce, 1s. 

Raynsford Park, 4 vol. 14s. 

Landen’s Mathematical Memoirs, vol. 
2, 8s. fewed. 

Pofticript to the New Bath Guide, 2s. 
6d. fewed. 

Demontmorency, a Novel, 3 vol. res. 
6d. 

Mirabeau’s Portraits of the National 
Affembly, 2 vol. finall vo. 7s. 

Charaéters and Anecdotes of the Court 
of Sweden, 2 vol. 8vo. 12s. 

Englih Tavern at Berlin, a Comedy, 
1s. 6d. 

Alifon's Effays on Tafte, gto. 16s. 
boards. 
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AVERAGE PRICES of CORN, 
From Jan. 11, to Jan. 16, 1790. 
By the Standard WINCHESTER Buhhel 
of eight Gallons. 
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TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 


EXCLUSIVE of the great Length of H. L's Poetical Article, we obje8 much to bis 
Subje, which is fected from a Bock of the moft pernicious Tendency. 


J. B's polite Letter came too late to be noticed lat Month. 


His Sonnet be will find in our 


Supplement. The two other Articles were intended for this Month 3 but are unfortunately mif- 


laid. 
W.H. R. is yet deemed inadmiffable. 


If be will fend another Copy, it foall appear in our next. 


r 
f 


** Several Letters Lave been refufed acceptance this Month becanie the Poflage was not paide 
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